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The title page and index for the last volume, ac- 
companies the present number of the Register. 





We have ‘now so nearly waded through the 
things about which we had so little, if any choice, 
whether to publish or not, that we think we can 
most gladly promise to ourselves and our readers, a 
pleasing variety of original and selected matter, to 
serve as adesert to some*long and solid papers, 
which we shall leisurely proceed to insert. 

Mr. Lacock’s promised reply to the strictures on 
the report to the senate on the Seminole war, has 
been received, and is laid off for our next paper. 
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| Continued from our last.) 
[2xTRACT. | 
Head Quarters, Div. South, 
: Nashwvilic, August 10, 1318. 
Captain Gadsden will likewise deliver you his re- 

port made in pursuance of my order, accompa- 
nied with the plans of the fortifications thought 
uecessary for the defence of the Floridas, in con- 
nexion with the line of defence on our southern 
fronticr. This was done under the belief that go- 
vernment would never jeopardize the safety of the 
union, of the security of our frontier, by surrender- 
ing those posts, unless upon a sure guarantee, 
agreeably to the stipulations of the articles of ca- 
pitulation, that will ensure permanent peace, tran- 
quility, and security to our southcrn frontier. It 
is believed that Spain can ‘never furnish this gua- 
rantce, as long as there are Indians in Florida and 
it possessed by Spain. They will be excited to 
war, and the indiscriminate murder of our citizens, 
by fercign agents and Spanish officers. The con- 
duct of Spain for the last six years fully proves this. 
it was under the belief that the Floridas would be 
held, that my orders to make the report, were 
giyento capt. Gadsden. (To this I refer you; its pe- 
rusal will show you how important it is, not only to 
the defence and security of our frontier, but to the 
whole U. States. It points to our vulnerable points, 
and shows our counu'y can, and was intended to be 
invaded during the last war from this quarter, and 
that the attempt would have been made, had not 
the Creek Indians been subdued previous to the ar- 
rival of the British troops, and afterwards their at- 
tempt to gain possession of Mobile Tay was frus- 
trated by the repulse they met with at Fort Bowyer. 
li possession is given of the points now occupied by 
our troops and a war ensues, an attempt will no 
doubt be made to penctrate ouy country by the A p- 
palachicola, and by the aid of the Indians, to reach 
the Mississippi, at or above the Chickasaw Bluffs. 
Should this be done with a formidable force in our 
unprepared state it ishighly probable that the enemy 
might reach the banks of the Mississipp}; occupying 
these posts, will prevent the danger of such an oc- 
currence; surrender them, and I would not, without 
amuch stronger force, hold myself responsible for the 
safety of my division. But with th: se jf6sts fortified 
as recommended, and with an effective force of 5000 
men, T pledge my life upon difending the country 
trom St. Mary’s to the Barratuire, against all the ma- 
chinations and attacks of the /Hly Alliance, antl com- 
bined Europe. ; ; 





Vout. XVi.—?. 


By capt. Gadsden you will receive some letters* 
lately enclosed to me, detailing the information that 
the Spaniards at fort St: Augustine were again ex- 
citing the Indians to war against us, and a copy of 
my order to gen. Gaines upon this subject. It is 
what I expected, and proves the necessity and sound 
policy of not only holding the posts which we are 
now in possession of, but likewise of our possessing 
ourselves of fort St. Augustine; this alone can insure 
peace and security on our southern frontier. 

It is alone by a just and a bold course of conduct 
that we can expect to obtain and secure respect from 
Europe, and not by a timid temporizing policy; the 
first commands admiration and esteem, the latter 
contempt; but from the composition of the present’ 
administration, 1 can never suppose, that they will 
abandon rights or assume a timid temporizing 
course of policy. [therefore conclude that the posts 
will never be surretidered, unless upon the terms 
agreed on in the capitulation, and then it guaranteed 
that those terms will be punctually fulfilled; parti- 
cularly when it is recollected that unless this is done, 
our frontier will be exposed to all the scenes of 
blood and massacre, heretofore experienced, and to 
regain them will cost us much blood and treasure in 
the event of a war. The security of the western 
states, renders it necessary that they should be held; 
the voice of fhe people will demand it. But upon 
this, as well as every other subject, I refer you to 
capt. Gadsden. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, 


your most obedicnt serv’t. 
ANDREW JACKSON, 


Maj. gen. coma’g. 
Hon. J. C. Calhoun, 


Secretary of war. 


Départment of war, 13t September, 1818. 

Sin—General Jackson has transmitted to this de- 
partment a copy of his letter to you of the 7th ulti- 
mo. Itis to be presumed that his orders in relation 
to St. Augustine, were given before he was ap- 
prised of the decision of the president in relation to 
St. Marks and Pensacola; as the principle on which 
that decision was made, would equally extend to 
the case of St. Augustine, you will, accordingly, not 
carry that part of general Jackson’s order into exe- 
cution, except to collect with care the evidence of 
such facts aso to :prove any countenance or assist- 
ance from the Spanish authority in St. Augustine, 
to the hostile Indians; and should you ascertain that 
they have afforded any, you will report the facts, 
properly supported by evidence, to thisdepartment. 

You will also report the facts on which you order- 
ed the issue of rations to the Indians, and the extent 
of the issue. I refer you to the issue which is alluded 
to in general Jackson’s letter to you of the 7th ult. 
as the department has not yet received any informa. 
tion on the subject. 

I have, &c. 
Gen. E. P. Gaines, 


J.C. CALHOUN. 








*These letters have been passed into tlig state de 
partment, and catinot now be found. 
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_Laxivact of a letter from J. C. Calhoun, secretary of 
weir, to mejor general Andrew Jackson, dated the 
- 8th Sept. 1818. : night 

f enclose a copy of my orders cf the 14th ultimo, 
te gen. Gaines, for your information. 

I concurin the view which you have taken in re- 
lation to the importance, of Florida, the effectual 
peace and security of our southern frontier; and 


_ such, I believe, is the opinion of every member of 


the administration: la fact, the grounds assumed are 
very far from being feeble. St. Marks will be re- 
tained until Spain siall be ready to garrison it with 
a siittc:ent force; and fort Gadsden, and any other 
positon in East Florida, within the Indian country, 
which may be deemed eligible, will be retained so 
long as there is any danger; which, it is hoped, will 
niiord the desired security. We ought, it is true, 
never to resort to timid measures to avoid waft; but 
it appears to me, that a certain degree of caution 
(not from the fear of the holy aliiance) ought, at 
this time, to mark our policy. A war with Spain, 
were it to continue with her alone, and were there 
no great neutral powers to ayail themselves of the 
opportunity of embarrassing us, would be nothing; 
but such a war would not continue long without in- 
volving other parties, and it certainly would, in a 
few years, be an English war. In sucha war, I would 
not fear for the fate of our country; but certainly, if 
it can be prudently and honorably avoided for the 
present, it ought to be. We want time; time to 
grow, to perfect our fortifications, to enlarge our 
navy, to replenish our depots, and to pay our debts. 
I speak to you frankly, knowing your zeal for our 
country, with whose glory yours is now identified. 
No one who has examined my political course, will, 
Yam sure, think that these opinionsare influeiced by 
timid councils, 

Note—The order of the 14th of Aucust, referred 
to in the above extract has been already communi- 
cated to congress. 

Frere follows the letter from gov. Bibb, inserted in 
page 39, before we observed that it was included in this 
series of documents. | 





Paymaster general's office, city of Washington, 
February 20, 181%. 

Srr—lIn answer to your letter of the 17th of the 
present month, I have the honor to state, 

ist. That the numbers and grades of the officers 
who commanded the detachment of Indians em- 
ployed under SVIntosh, and the whole number of In- 
dians appear,from the accounts of the agent who 

aid them, to have been, 

1 Brigadier general: 2 colonels: 2 lieutenant 
colonels: 2 majors: 1 assistant adjutant general: 4 
assistant commissaries: 28 captains: 28 first lieuten- 
ants: 28 second do. 1517 rank and file (or other war- 
riors.) 

“24, «That the number and grades of the officers 
who commanded the Tennessee aud Kentucky vo- 
lunteers” appear from the rolls which mustered 
them into service, to have been, 

1 ass stant adjutant general: 1-do. inspector do. 
1 do. deputy quartermaster do. 1 chaplain; 1 forage 
master: 1 assistant forage master: 1 judgre advocate: 
9 egolonels: 4 lieutenant colonels; 4 majors: 4 adju- 


tants (regimental): 2 yiartermasters, do. 2surgeons, 


- do. 4 surgeons’ mates, do. 4 sergeant majors, do. 


4 quartermaster sergean's, do. 20 captains: 20 first 
Heutenants: 18 second lieutenants: 11 third lieuten- 
ants: 17 cornets. 


Of whom one captain and one first leutenant ap-! 


pear to have belonged to Kentucky; the others to 
Tennessee. 


who commanded (or served with) the twocompanies 
of rangers, under captans Boyle and M’Gist, appear 
from 2 communication of the paymaster of the 4th 
regiment of infantry, dated the 23d of Sept. 1818, to 
have been, 

2 captains: 2 first lieutenants: 2 second lieutenants: 
l surgeon’s mate. 
Tam, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient, 

NATH’L. FRYE, Jun. chief clerk. 

To the hon..2bnerLacock, chairman 

of the committee on the subject of the 

Seminole war, in senate of the United States. 





Paymaster general's office, city of Washington, 
February 25d, 1819, 
Str—Your letter of yesterday’s date is now be- 
fore me, and with reference to my note of the 20th 
instant, I have to state, that “the whole number of 
men, rank and file, employed as wolunteers from 
Tennessee and Kentucky,” appears from the mus- 
ter rolls to have been 1,163; the number employed 
in captain Boyle’s and captain M‘Gist’s companies 
of rangers, 140. 
Wa sentiments of much respect, I am, sir, your 
most obedient, 
NATH’L. FRYE, Jun. chief clerk, 
To the hon. Abner Lacock, chairman 
of the comnitiee on the subject of the 
Seminole war, in senate of the United States. 


(Copy.) 
Washington citu, Feb. 5, 1819. 

Srr—I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the present date, enclosing a 
communication from the chairman of the committee 
of the senate, requesting of you a copy of the letter 
addressed by major White Youngs to governor. Ma- 
sot, on the 27th April, 1818. Not having received 
a report from major Youngs, relative to the corres- 
pondence with governor Masot, or his attack on the 
Indians in the vicinity of Pensacola, the only infor- 
mation I possess on the subject is contained in the 
letter of governor Bibb, dated on 19th of May, 1818; 
to which! beg leave to refer you. 

On my return from Suhanne to St. Marks, I was 
informed (through the medium of Mr. Hambly) by 
the captain of a vessel direct from Pensacola, that 
a number of hostile Indians had assembled at that 
place, On interrogating the captain, he reluctant- 
ty stated, that, at the time of his sailing, there were 
in Pensacola 450 or 500 Indians; that they had been 
fed, and furnished with munitions of war, and were 
committing depredations on the persons and pro- 
perty of the citizens on the frontier of Alabama, 
and also on thie subjects of Spain. After receiving 
this information, I informed you in my letter, dated 
at St. Marks on the 26th of April, that I should leave 
that place for Fort Gadsden in two or three days, 
and after making all necessary arrangements for 
the security of the position occupied, and detach- 
ing a force to scour the country west of the Ap- 
palachicola, I should proceed direct to Nashville. 
I then ordered captain Sands to Mobile, to prepare 
and hold in readiness a train of artillery, should cit- 








| cumstances, arising out of facts disclosed, render its 
‘use in the field necessary. On this occasion, as on 
all others, I thought it tobe my duty to be prepared 
fully to execute my orders, in putting an end to the 
| conflict. | 
{| On my arrival Ad Fort Gadsden, my quarterma‘- 
ter general, col. George Gibson, (who was charge 
; With the defence of that post) handed me severa 


iletters, brought frem Fort Montgomery by majo 


od, That “the number and grades of the officers — 
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Wogan, from respectable citizens, confirming the 
report made by the captain of the schooner while 
at St. Marks; and detailing the murder of eighteen 
of our citizens on the Sepulgurs, and the destruc- 
tion of a family near Fort Claiborne. Major Hogan 
also confirmed this information; and added, that the 
citizens at Montgomery were fortifying themselves. 
Similar information was received from two gentle- 
men, who arrived ina vessel laden with suttlers’ 
stores for the troops at fort Gadsden, but whose names 
are not now recollected; and by the captains of the 
sloop Hector and barge Peacock, direct from Mo- 
bile. In addition to the foregoing, I was shown a 
letter (confidentially written) froma person of high 
respectability in Pensacola, detailing the facts as 
stated by the captain of the schooner at St. Marks. 

This information, corroborated by so many per- 
sons; determined me to go in person to Pensacola; 
and I ordered colonel Gibson forthwith to Mobile, 
with instructions to give every facility to captain 
Sands, in having the artillery secretly moved to 
Fort Montgomery, there to await my orders; and 
immediately organized a force sufficient for the ex- 
ecution of my orders, under date of the 26th De- 
cember, 1817. | 

After crossing the Choctawhachy, I despatched 
an Indian guide with a soldier express to Fort Craw- 
ford, with orders to colonel Gibson and capt. Sands, 
at Fort Montgomery, to move on the artillery and 
fornra junction with me, after I crossed the Escam- 
bia river; which order was promptly executed. On 
my reaching tlie Escambia, I was met by captain 
Boyle, express from governor Bibb, with the letter 
of the 19th of May, abovementioned; and on reach- 
ing the west bank, received information that Holmes 
and his warriors were then in Pensacola, for which 
place limmediately marched. For my proceedings 
thereafter, I refer you to my detailed report. 

Should you wish information on any other points 
growing out of my military operations during that 
sampaign, it will afford me much pleasure to give 
it to you. 

1 ain, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) ANDREW JACKSON. 
Mag. gen. comd’g. southern division. 


The hon. J. C; Calhoun. 





Fort Covington, near Baltimore; 
Sth February, 1818. 

_ Strn—Yesterday I had the honor to receive your 
letter of the 2d inst. on tle subject of the late war 
vith the Seminole Indians, and in answer to your 
interrogatories, on all of which I am unable to give 
you the information required. [ was, hoWever, with 
the troops, at Fort Scott, under the command of ge- 
neral Gaines, at the commencement of hostilities. 
{was never ordered with any detachment to re- 
move the Indians from the lands of the U. States; 
brevet maj. Twiggs, of the 7threg’t. U. States’ infan- 
try, commanded the first detachment that visited 
the Indian village called Fow] Town, situated on the 
east side of Flint river, by the order of the general; 
the nature of his orders 1 know not; neither can I 
say who fired the first gun; I understood at the time, 
that on the approach of dur troops, the Indians fled 
from their houses to an adjacent swamp; they were 
hred on and two warriors, and unfortunately, ore 
woman, was killed; there was one prisoner taken 
by the detachment, on its march to Fowl Town, 
and who was afierwards confihed as a prisoner at 
Fort Scott: this detachment brought on their return, 
three or four Indian horses. 

The second detachment that visited the village 


of Fowl Town, was placed under the egamund ef 


iene 


lieut: col: Arbuckle, of the-7th infantry, who, on a 
near approach, detached me wich a command to ad- 
vance on the village bya different route froni that 
which he took; my orders from him were to take 
prisoners if possible, but ifan attempt to escape was 
made, to fire; and to examine all the buildings for 
corn; we were however discovered when within two 
hundred yards, and the Indians took to flight, giving 
the war whoop, and firing alarm guns; corn, cattle, 
and other provisions, I have no hesitaricy in saying, 
was the object of this visit. We had one or two wa- 
gons with the detachment, which were loading with 
corn from the cribs of the Indians, when an attack 
was commenced by them, in which we had one mart 
killed. Asthe Indians fought on the edge of the 
swamp, their loss was not ascertained; otherwise 
than by their ownacknowledgment, which was af- 
terwards said to be five or six warriors killed. We 
brought off all the corn which we conveniently 
could, and perhaps fifteen or eighteen head of cattle, 
and ja few horses; previous to our return to. fort 
Scott, the detachment was halted on the Flint river, 
three miles from Fowl Town, and twelve from fort 
Scott, where they remained four or five days, in 
building a small picket work called fort Hughes; 
the provisions thus taken was just sufficient for the 
support of the troops during their absence from 
fort Scott. he third and last visit paid the village 
by our troops, was during the absence of general 
Gaines, who was at Amelia Islagd. This detachment 
was also commanded by lieut. col. Arbuckle, and 
on our arrival, finding the place entirely abandoned 
by the Indians, it was destroved by fire. 

The horses taken by the detachment uffder ma- 
jor Twiggs, as wellas those taken by that under thé 
command of heut. col. Arbuckle, were considered 
ofno value, but were ordered by the general to be 
turned into the quartermaster’s hands, I afterwards 
saw some of them in his possession; others were 
claimed by the friendly Indians as their property, 
which was given up to them by the general’s order. 
I believe, sir, that this is all the information which 
is in My power to give on the subject that you have 
requested. 

lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient and 
very humble servant, JNO. N: MINTOSH, 

Captain, 4th regt. U. S, infantry. 

The hon; Abner Lacock. , 

(Copy.) 
Executive department, Georgia, 
ANilledgeville, 6th January, 1817 

Sin—I understand that the 4th regiment of the 
United States infantry, which, for some time past, 
has been stationed on the frontier of this state, near 
the junction ofthe Flint and Chiattahotichie rivers, 
is ordered to fort Montgomery, on the waters of Mo- 
bile, and I have not heard @fany other troops being 
ordered to supply their place: By this moveiient, 
not only the frontier of Georgia is left without de- 
fence, but the restlessand dissatistied part of the 
Creeks, who are concentrated within the Spanish 
line, and at no great distance from the post at camp 
Crawford, lately occupied by the 4th regiment, un- 
der heuténant colone! Clinch, will be without any 
check, and Ihave no doubt, will indulge their pro- 
pensity for mischief by acts of thurder or rapitic, 
upon defenceless travellers and frontier settlers. It 
isafact well known to beutenant colonel Clinch, 
and to everv officer with him at eamnp Crawford, that 
nothing has. kept those Seminole Indiatrs, who haye 
heen joined by the mostinveterate of the hostile fel- 
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|lows from the upper towns, in check, but the pre- 


sence o: the troops, and if they are removed, some 
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serious Consequences are tobe apprchended. be. 
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sides, itis very evident, that, by the removaiof the 
troops trom camp Crawford and the neighboring 
gouty, that portion of the territory acquired by 
Jackson’s treaty, as itis usually called, lying east of 
the Chattahouchie, and which of course, falls to 
Georg.a, will be abandoned to the Indians. 

Against measures which, in my judgment, will 
produce these results, itis my duty, as chief magis- 
trate of Georgia, to protest. Lam very far, however, 
from believing that it is the intention of the presi- 
dent, with knowledge of the fact, to leave Georgia 
as a frontier state, on the Indians and the Spanish 
Florida, unprotected, and ifthe removal ofthe troops 
under heutenant colonel Clinch has been by him 
deemed indispensable, he will order their place to 
be suppliedby a competent force. | 

Ihave to request that the substance of this letter 
may becommunicated to the president, and that his 
deterinination thereon may be transmitted to the ex- 
ecutive of Georgia, with as little delay as possible. 

Lam, sir, with high consideration and respect, 


your very obedient servant, 


[Signed] D. B. MITCHELL. 
The hon. the secretary of war. 





Executive department, Georgia, 
Milledgeville, sth Feb. 1817. 

Sitn—Understanding that you are thus faronyour 
way to Fort Montgomery, I avail myself of the pre- 
sent epportunity, to communicate some facts, in 
the expectation that you will have it in your power, 
if your judgment approve, to adopt the measures I 
am aboutto propose. 

You no doubt have been already informed, that 
fhe notorious Woodbine has recently made his ap- 
pearance again, at the mouth of the Appalachicola, 
and that he has an agent now among tiie Seminole 
Indians and negroes in that quarter, stirring them 
up to acts of hostility against this countryg and that 
Woodbine himself, has gone in an armed vessel to 
some part of the West Indies for supplies. Con- 
nected with this fact, is another, which may serve 
as an, intimation of the future conduct of these peo- 
ple, when once in possession of the supplies, which 
it is said, they expect on the return of Woodbine. 
About 10 or 12 days ago, a small party of those In- 
dians, entered the frontier of Wayne county, and 
stole two horses and some cattle; they were pursued 
by some of the inhabitants, who peaceably demand- 
ed a restoration of the stolen property; and instead 
of a compliance on the part of the Indians, they im- 
mediately fired upon the whites, who retired with- 
out returning a shot; one of the whites was mortal- 
ly wounded. Before this.last circumstance came to 
my knowledge, I had addressed the acting seereta- 
ry of war, and desired. the contents of my letter to 
be communicated to the president, in which I re- 
presented the evil consequences that were likely to 
result to Georgia in particular, by the removel_of 
the 4th regiment from Camp Crawford, without 
their place was supplied by an adequate force from 
some other quarter, and requested the order for the 
removal of that regiment might be countermanded, 
or their place supplied; to this communication there 
has not yet been time to receive an answer. One 
object of my present address is, to know if youcannot 
suspend the merch of the 4th regiment, until i hear 
from the war department, if you do not feel autho- 
rized, or disposed to order them back to their for- 
mer stafion at Camp Crawford. Another object of 
the present address, grows out of the following fact. 
Some of our people have gone over the Oemulgee, 


Goose Creck, of. which the Indians complain. J 
have‘appointed an agent te go and order them off, 
and bring me the names of all such as refuse to re. 
move from the Indian lands. Iam doubtful, from 
the character of those intruders, that they will not 
remove, without force is used te compel them; and 
it is doubtful, whether I can legally apply that force, 
and the United States can. Ihave to request, if 
consistent with your duty, or the orders of the ge. 
neral government, that you will order a detachment 
of troops to proceed to the spot, and remove these 
intruders. I am unwilling to give the Indians any 
cause of complaint against us, and the more so, be- 
cause Iam determined as long as I hold the station 
i now occupy, never to permit any aggression on 
their part, to pass with impunity. I hold it a good 
rule however, “to do as I would be done by,” and 
am Gesirous of conforming to this rule inthe present 
instance. 

Lam, sir, with high consideration, &c. 

M j, zen. E P. Gcines. 





Having been summoned to attend a committee of 

the honorable the senate of the U. States, to give 

evidence touching the Seminole war, I did attend 

accordingly, and after a verbal statement to, and 

examination, by the committee, the following ques- 

tions were asked me, with a request that I would 

answer in writing. 

First. As to “the origin of the Seminole war, and 

the Fowl Town affair?” 

It is, no doubt, within the knowledge of the ho- 

norable the committee, that, during the late war 

with the British and Creeks, posts were established 

and occupied on the Appalachicola by British offi- 

ccrs and agents; and a censiderable force there or- 

granized, for the purpose of annoying the southern 

frontier of the United States. It isalso known, that 

the hostile Indians of the Creek war, who had not 

embraced the terms of peace proposed by general 

Pinckney, and finally settled by the treaty of Fort 

Jackson, had taken shelter in the Floridas. From 

their resentment, and the motley crew collected by 

Micholis, much mischief was to be apprehended by 

the inhabitants of the frontier of Georgia; and the 

post of Fort Scott, situate in the fork of the Flint 

and Chattahouchie rivers, and near their junction, 

was established, and occupied by a considerabie 
force of United States’ trocps, for the protection of 
that frontier; and the same troops, with the aid of 
soine naval force which ascended the Appalachico- 
la, destroyeda fort about sixty miles below, built by 
colenel Nicholls, occupied and‘defended by negroes. 
The bloWmg up of this fort, with its negro garrison, 
for, except a few Choctaw Indians, who were taken, 
it is believed that no other Indians were in the fort, 
had a salutary influence in restraining the fugitives 
from the Creek war, and those under the influence 
of Nicholls and his partizans. Isay the fugitives 
from the Creek ‘war, and the partizans of Nicholls, 
because it is well understocd that the Seminoles 
took no part in the Creek war; unless the receipt 
of goods, &c. from Nicholls or his sub-agents, be 
considered as a proof of this fact. But the truths, 
they will receive presents from any party, without 
any intention of adopting his projects; and such, + 
have no doubt, was the case with the Semino-¢s 
upon this occasion. The troons occupying For 
Scott were, however, soon after removed, and the 
post abandoned, or nearly so, that it was in the pow 
er of the Indians at any time to have destroyed "' 

Filling, at that time, the executive chair ef Georg 





and settled between that river, and the line run un- 
der the laic treatyewith the Creeks, on or near 
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evils which were likely to result, and urging the 
necessity of the re-occupation of the post by a re- 
spectable force. ‘To this communication an answer 
was received, by whichI wasinformed that, although 
it was the intention of the government to concen- 
trate a respectable force farther to the west, yet it 
never was contemplated .to leave the frontier of 
Georgia exposed. 

The peace of the frontier of Georgia, has always 
been exposed and disturbed more or less, by acts of 
violence committed as well by the whites as the In- 
dians, and a spirit of retaliation has mutually pre- 
vailed. These petty acts of aggression, were in- 
creased and multiplied by a set of lawless and 
abandoned characters, who had taken refuge on 
both sides of the 8t. Mary’s river, living principally 
by plunder. I believe the first outrage committed 
on the frontier of Georgia after the treaty of fort 
Jackson, was by these banditti who plundered a par- 
ty of Seminole Indians on their way to Georgia for 
the purpose of trade, and killed one of them. This 
produced retaliation on the part of the Indians, and 
hence the killing of Mrs. Garrett and her child. 
The evidence of these plunderings and murders, is 
on the the files of the executive of Georgia. 

Early in March, 1817, I resigned the government 
of Georgia, and accepted-.my present appointment, 
and in July of the same year called a general meet- 
ing of the Creek nation at Fort Hawkins. At this 
meeting I endeavored to impress upon the minds of 
the Indians the necessity on their part of preserving 
peace—that many of the people of the lower towns 
had been led astray by evil counsel—had received 
presents from the British agent, colonel Nicholls, 
and although it was acknowledged that they had 
not taken an active part with the Red Sticks m the 
Creek war, yet their conduct had made them in 
some measure obnoxious to the friendly part of their 
own nation, and to the United States; and that it 
was the duty of the friendly chiefs to reclaim those 
people, and restrain the restless spirits among them, 
whose conduct might eventually, if not checked in 
time, bring them into much trouble if not utter ruin; 
assuring them at the same time, that, the U. States 
would punctually fulfil all their engagements with 
them, of which Ihad given them substantial proofs, 
and that all except murderers who should return 
to their duty and renew their friendly relations 
with the nation, should receive protection and for- 
giveness. 


I state these particulars on account of their con- 
nexion with what immediately follows. About the 
last of August of the same year, say something more 
than one month before the meeting at Fort Haw- 
kins, I received a letter from major Twiggs, then 
at Fort Scott, dated the fourth of that month, writ- 
ten as he says, at the request of the chiefs of three 
towns near that place, expressive of their willing- 
hess to agree tothe talk delivered by me in July, 
at Fort Hawkins. A copy of major Twiggs’ letter, 
and the memorandum enclosed therein, is herewith 
exhibited. Of the three towns referred to, the 
Fowl Town was one; but before I had an opportu- 
nity of sending for those chiefs, or of taking any 
measures for meeting their proposition, ren. Gaines 
atived with a detachment from the west, sent for 
the chief of Fowl Town, and for his contumacy in 
hot immediately appearing before him, the town 
Was attacked and destroyed by the troops of the 
United States, by order of general Gaines. This 
fact was, I conceive, the immediate cause of the Se- 
minole war. The reasons assiened for the destruc- 
ton of Fowl Town, in addition to the contumacy of 
the chief, were, the refusal of the chiefs of the Se- 
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minoles to give up some murderers, and the hostile 
aspect which they had assumed. Of this demand 
and refusal I know nothing more than what has 
been published; but, truth compels me to say, that 
before the attack on Fowl Town, aggressions of this 
kind were as frequent on the part of the whites, as 
on the part of the Indians; the evidence of which 
can be furnished from the files of the executive of 
Georgia, to which I have before referred. 

The second question’ put by the committee is, 
“the organization of M’Intosh’s brigade, how and 
by whom done, with a roster of the field and other 
officers, with the notice thereof given to the war 
department; whether any answer, if any, was re, 
ceived?” 


At the meeting at Fort Hawkins, in July, 1817 
colonel Brearly, of the 7th infantry, attended, and 
stated to me, that he was directed by gen. Gaines 
to apply for the assistance or services of general 
M’Intosh and five orsix hundred of his friendly war- 
riors, in case he should go against the Seminoles, 
I immediately communicated the application to the 
chiefs in council, and received for answer, that they 
would leave that business to M’Intosh and myself. 
I then toid M’Intosh that he must hold himself and 
his warriors in readiness to join the United States’ 
troops whenever ordered. ‘This he readily agreed 
to. Whether I received a written communication 
from general Gaines upon this subject or not, I do 
not recollect, but I was told by some one, that he 
had written to M’Intosh for his assistance.—Howe- 
ver, before a call was made on the warriors tottake 
the field, I received a letter from the then acting 
secretary of war, communicating the fact tome, that 
general Gaines was prohibited from crossing the 
Spanish line without a special order from that de- 
partment. This I considered as notice, orrather as 
an order, to me, not to permit the friendly warriors 
to cross the line under sanetion of, or in the servicé 
of the United States. Thisletter I think Ircceived 
some time in November, and a meeting of the chiefs 
having been called by the Little Prince, to take into 
their consideration the affair of Fowl Town: Lin- 
formed them of the determination of the govern- 
ment in this particular, and desired them to remain 
quiet until they lieard from me again. This mect- 
ing was held in December, at the Broken Arrow, on, 
the Chattahouchie. And on my return to the agen- 
cy, I fell in with general Gaines,"*to whom I commu- 
nicated the contents of the acting secretary’s letter, 
and'the course I had taken with the Indians. The 
general then informed me that he had receivedthe 
order spoken of, but that from the representations 
he had made, he did not doubt but that the pro. 
hibition to crossing the Spanish line would be 
removed. I had appointed another meeting with 
the Indians to take place at the agency at the 
end of twenty-five days, expecting to hear from 
the war department in the meantime, but upon the 
subject of crossing the Spanish line I received ne 
immediate answer. A meeting was accordingly 
held at the agency, which commenced on the 9th 
January, 1818, at which colonel Brearly attended, 
and although he brought no communicationin writ- 
ing from gen. Gaines, yet he informed me, that be 
knew the prohibition to crossing the Spanish line 
had been withdrawn, and that gen. Gaines had or- 
dered him to muster as many of the friendly Indians . 
into service as were willmg to engage. Arrange- 
ments were immediately made, and a day assigned 
for enrolling the friendly warriors; and col. Brearly 
attended at Fort Mitchell for that purpose, and there 
mustered the greater part of them. Some comna- 
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places which were more convenient for the purpose, 
owing to the local situation of the Indians. ‘The 
first organization was that of aregiment, but on get- 
ting into the field, they were recognized by general 
Jackson as a brigade. All these proceedings were 
communicated tojthe war department from time to 
time; to some of which, answers were received, and 
some not. The rolls made out on mustering the 
brigade out of Service, are in the office of the pay- 
master general, or at least, were sent to that office 
byme. The siaff of the brigade consisted of 1 bri- 
gadier general, 2 colonels, 2 majors, 1 assistant ad- 
jutant general, 4 assistant commissaries of purcha- 
ses, and 1 aid de camp, whe was omitted in the mus 
ter roll. The force of the brigade, about fifteen 
hundred strong. 
The third question put by the committee is, «The 
force of the hostile Seminole Indians?” | 
From the best accounts I have been able to re- 
ce:ve from Indians and others, I have never estimat- 
ed the number of the Seminoles, at more than seven 
hundred warriors, and I doubt whether they have 
that number, exclusive of those towns on the Chat- 
tahouchie, who were considered hostile during that 
war. The negroes have been estimated at 250 or 
300 effective. When M’Intosh and his warriors were 
mustered at Fort Mitchell, he divided his force, and 
with that part which he retained under his own 
command, he descended the Chattahouchie on the 
western bank, and on reaching the town called Red 
Ground, encountered their chief and warriors. In 
this affair he took fifty-three warriors, and one hun 
dred and thirty-two women andchildren. The chief 
made his escape with a few warriors. Col. Lovett, 
with the rest of the warriors, mustered at Fort Mit- 
chell, descended the Chattahouchie on the eastern 
bank, and general M’Intosh, crossing the river below 
the fork, the two detachments united on their march 
to Mickasuky, where they all joined general Jack- 
son. At Mickasuky, the Indians had generally fied, 
and but few were found atthe town. Onthe march 
to Suwanee, M’Intosh with his warriors, encounter- 
ed about two hundred of the hostile party, under 
Peter M’Queen, of whom he killed thirty-seven, and 
made six warriors, and one hundred and six women 
and children prisoners. The next enemy they en- 
gaged, was the negroes at Suwannee, amounting to 
two hundred and fifty, of whom eleven or twelve 
were killed, and three made prisoners. The In- 
dians of this part of the country fled before the ar- 
my; and here ended the Seminole campaign, as far 
the Indians were concerned. I will here observe, 
that the Mickasuky Indians are not considered by 
the Creek nation as Seminoles. ‘Those Indians un- 
der Bowleg’s, are the only ones considered by them 
as Seminoles, although, in speaking generally of the 
Seminoles, in relation to the Seminole war, I include 
ali the Indians who had any share in that war. 
Being asked what became of the prisoners taken 
by M’Intosh? ' 
I answer that they were generally sent into the 
nation, and are now there. B. D. MIF CHELL. 
Sworn and subscribed, 23d Febrnary, 1819. 
Fort Scott, 4th August, 1817. 
Srr—Some of the chiefs of the lower towns, on 
the Chaittahouchie, met at this place to-day. The 
chiefs of three towns were present, who had not 
been to Fort Hawkins, at the time the stipend was 
delivered tothem. ‘They requested me to forward 
their names, and the names of their towns to you, 
and to inform you, that the talk given tothe Indians 
at that place, they would agree to, 
With great respect, your obedient seryant, 
D. E. TWIGGS, major commanding. 
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I certify the foregoing, to be a true copy of the 
original, now in my possession. 
D.B. MLL CHELL, Agent for J. 1. 
- February 22, 1819. ue 
TOWNS. CHIEFS, 
Con-Chatu. ( Wacksee Micca, 
Choco-Nuklu | Cupetan Micco, 
Oche-See. Yallepee Tustunugee, 
Cow Merchant, 
ruskeenehau, 
\* Holoth Exaauthlau. 

I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the 
original memorandum, enciosed to me in the fore- 
going letter by maj. Twiggs. D.B. MITCHELL, 

Agent for I. A. 

February 22, 1819, 

Robert Butler, adjutant general of the southern divi. 
sion of the army of the U. Siates, being duly sworn, 
testifies: : 

That in the summer of 1817, Mr. John Donaldson, 
of the neighborhood of Nashville, went to Pensaco- . 
la, and purchased lots of land there with the appro- 
bation of the governor; that the deponent has heard 
that Mr. James Jackson, of Nashville, was concern- 
ed with him, and was the only person; he also un. 
derstood that Donaldson’s first view in going to 
Pensacola, was for the benefit of his health; that 
Mr, Dgnaldson is a nephew of general Jackson’s 
wife; that he does not know the amount of Donald- 
son’s purchase; that he does not know, nor does he 
believe, that general Jackson had or expected to 
have any interest in said purchase, nor did he, ever 
hear it suggested. 

rhe deponent further saith: that there were two 
regiments of mounted gunmen volunteers, raised by 
general Jackson in January, 1818; that gen. Jack- 
son appointed the colonels and most or all the field 
officers; that colonel Haynes appointed the platoon 
and staff officers;that there were also two companies 
of volunteers, called life guards, who appointed 
their own officers, and tendered their services to the 
general by whom they were accepted; that accord- 
ing to the best of the deponent’s recollection the 
governor of Tennessee was at Nashville, at the time 
the officers of the gunmen were appointed. 

That general Jackson’s first determination to go 
to Pensacola was made at Fort Gadsden, after his 
return from Suwany, and was made in consequenc¢ 
of information, that there were, on or about the fif- 
teenth of April, five hundred hostile Indians at Pen- 
sacola, who received ammunition and provisions 
from the governor, and also information of several 
murders having been committed on the Federal 
Road. That, on the march to Pensacola, general 
Jackson told the defendant, that if, on his arrival, 
he found the information true, he would demand 
the surrender of the place; that at Fort Gadsden ge- 
neral Jackson saw a letter, which deponent. thinks 
was from Innerarity, one of the house of Forbes, 
Leslie & Co. at Pensacola, to Doyle, a trader, then 
at Fort Gadsden, giving information as to the num- 
ber of Indians at Pensacola; that the letter also stat- 
ed that the property of the people of Pensacola was 
every day depredated on by the Indians; that when 
general Jackson formed the determination to go t@ 
Pensacola, he ordered lieutenant Sands to Mobile, 
to prepare artillery to meet him after he should 
have crossed the Escambia on his march to Pens2- 
cola; which order was executed. 

That at the time the army attacked Mickasuky 
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there were not more than five hundred Indian war- 
riors embodied, nor does the deponent believe 
there were at any time during the war more than 
five or six hundred embodiedat any one place; that 
from the nature of the subject, this statement must 
be conjectural; that the enemy’s warriors were in 
gencral well armed; that the deponent was told 
there were about thirteen hundred souls at Suwany, 
of which two hundred and fifty or three hundred 
were fighting men; that our army had one man kill- 
ed and four men wounded m actions with the Indians 
during the campaign, and two killed at the Barran- 
Cas. 7 7 ; 

Deponent further says, that general: Jackson re- 
ceived from a private source, a plan of the fortress 
of St. Augustine, and as the deponent believes, it 
was sent tothe general at St: Marks or Fort Gads- 
den, aiter his return trom Suwany. 

That general Jackson had under his eomimand, in 

orida, about eighteen hundred militia, volunteers 
and regulars, and fifteen hundred Indians, under 
M’intosh.» Fhat these Indians were received into 
the service while general Gaines commanded, and 
were regularly mustered in and out of service by 
the United States’ officers. . 

Lol. George Gibson, of the U. States’ army, being du- 

ly sworn, testifies and says: 

That he acted as quartermaster general in gene- 
ral Jackson’s campaign against the Seminoles: [hat 
on the 29th day of January, 1818, at New Orleans, 
he received an order from general Jackson to pro- 
cure and bring to Fort Scott a supply of rations, ord- 
nance, and guartermaster’s and hospital stores; 
hat he joined the general at Fort Gadsden on the 
24th or 25th of March: That the general then pla- 
ced him in command of the post, with orders to 
send stores round to Fort St. Marks, which was done: 
That in April, major Hogan, paymaster, joined the 
army. He brought information of the murders com- 
mitted in Alabama and on the Sapolgus, a branch 
of the Conecuh, by the Indians. About the same 
time, information was brought by the sloop Hector 
to Fort Gadsden from Mobile, that a large number 
of Indians were in Pensacola.— his was confirmed 
by capt. Rogers, of the Peacock, from Mobile. In 
consequence of this information, the deponent held 
the transportation in readiness, and sent thirty-three 
thousand rations to Fort Scott, believing from the 
information he had, that the army would move to 
the west. On the arrival of genergl Jackson, the 
deponent gave him the abovementioned informa- 
tion, and a number of letters on the subject of t2e 
Indian war to the westward of the Appalachicola. 
That on the 6th of May, the general ordered the 
deponent to Mobile by water, with itstructions to 
send artillery and ammunition to Fort Montgomery, 
and to be there ready himself to meet him with ar- 
tillery, forage, and provisions. ‘The general was to 
advise the deponent by express of the pointat which 
he was to meet him: That the deponent according- 
ly received an express, and met the general twelve 
miles from Pensacola: ‘The deponent further says, 
that he thinks it probable, that news of the assem- 
blage of Indians at Pensacola reached general Jack- 
son at or near St. Marks, by a schooner which went 
from Pensacola, and was sent by Innerarity, and was 
a trading schooner, loaded with suttler’s stores: 
That she arrived at Fort Gadsden, after leaving St. 
Marks, between the 1st and 4th of May: That leut. 
Sands was sent from St. Marks to Mobile for am- 
munition and artillery, as deponent understood and 
believes, and conducted it as an‘ artiliery officer: 
That the army entered Pensacola on the day after 
he deponent joined, viz. onthe 23d of May. 





_ that the deponent was at New Orleans at the. 
time captain Call was sent to Pensacola, in Febrnary: 


That the schooner Haltans arrived in Pensacola in 
JSanuaty, with a load of provisions from thé contrac- 
tor, which were landed at Pensacola, and the duties 
paid by Innerarity. hat a few months before this, 
the contractor had been refused permission to send 
provisions up the Escambia, and had been obliged 
to carry them by land from Fort Montgomery to 
Fort Crawford: That, in the opinion of the depo- 
nent, it was impracticable to supply Fort Crawford 
in the winter by Jand; and as that place was in 4 
suffering condition for want of provisions, the at- 
tempt was renewed by water. ‘Ehatit is about six- 
ty miles from Fort Montgomery to Fort Crawford: 
that Arbuthnot’s schooner, as deponent understood, 
was given by him to col. Brady, who ass‘s:ed him on 
his trial, and was sold, as he heard, for above three 
or four hundred dollars. 
BOC. BRONAUGH. 

I was attached to gen. Jackson’s staff during the 
whole Seminole cainpaign. At St. Marks, the ge- 
neral received information, by a vessel from Pens: - 
cola, of a large number of Indians having ¢ollected 
there, where they were furnished with ‘provisions, 
arms, and munitions of war. Believe that captain 
Sands sailed from St. Marks for Mobile, in quest of 
a frain of artillery to have it at Fort Montgomery, 
subject to the general’s orders. T understood from 
the general that he would have all his arrangements 
made and entered into, that every thing might be 
in complete readiness, provided he should ultimate- 
ly come to the conclusion to visit Pensacola, Iam 
impressed with the belief, that an actual determina- 
tion to occupy this place and the Barrancas, was 
neverformed until the protest of gov. Masot was re- 
ceived on the line of march. 

J.C. BRONAUGH, U.S. Army 


Richard K. Call, captain U. 8. Ist infantry, acting 
as an aid to general Jackson, being duly sworn, tes- 
tifies and says: that in the campaign against the Se- 
minoles, he first joined general Jackson at Fort 
Gadsden, andafterwards, on the arrival of the Ten- 
nessee volunteers, he joined him again near St. 
Marks; that he unclerstood that genera! Jackson de- 
termined upon going to Pensacola, cn hearing that 
the governor of that place had protested against the 
passage of supplies up the Escambia river, and in 
consequence of subsequent information. relative to 
the assemblage of Indians at Pensacela; that the de- 
ponent had been at Pensacola, by orders of colonel 
Trimble, commanding at New Orleans; that he ar- 
rived there on the 2ist of Fcbruary, 1818, and re. 
mained there till the 26th; that his orders were to 
obtain a passage for supplies up the Escambia to 
Fort Crawford; that the governor of Pevsacola stat- 
ed to the deponeni, that he cosidered it unsafe for him. 
to give the privilege asked for, as he was under 
great apprehensions, if he did so, the Indians would 
take possession of St. Marks, or give the Spaniards 
in that place great annoyance; that deponent made 
report of the above to col. Trimble, and also gave in- 
formation of this protest or objection of the goveri- 
or to gen. Jackson. 

That on the return of the army from the Suwany, 
lieut. Sands was sent from St. Marks to Mobile jor 
cannon. 

That at Fort Gadsden or St. Marks, deponent 
heard that general Jackson had a letter from Linera- 
rity to Doyle or Hambly, informing that there were 
a number of hostile Indians at Pensacola; the num- 
ber he thinks, was said to be five Dbandred, 

Deponent further says, that Arbuthnot’s schooner 
was given by him to colonel Wiriuam Brady, wi, 
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"s the deponent understood, defended him before 
the court martial: 

That he does not know what became of the pro- 
perty on board of the schooner, consisting of skins, 
and some wearing apparel, among which, was Am- 
brister’s uniform. 


That the property taken at Suwaney, consisted 


sisted on the cattle, and that the other property was 
‘given to the friendly Indians; that the negroes taken 
were given to the Indians; that, as he understood, 
col. Arbuckle gave fifty dollars a head to the In- 
dians, for every negro delivered to him at Fort 
Gadsden, intending te deliver them to their owners 
when called for Deponent further says, that gen. 
Stark, from Georgia, purchased some of tlie surren- 
dered property. | 





Some time in the fal of 1817, T proposed to a Mr. 
sames Jackson of Nashville, to join with me ina pur- 
chase of lots in Pensacola, and lands in and about 
there: He united with me, and six other gentlemen 
were afterwards associated; we employed John 
Donnelson (whobecame also concerned) to proceed 
to Pensacola and made the purchases, taking care 
not to extend them beyond sixteen thousand dol- 
Jars. My inducement to make this adventure was, 
that I believed the country would ultimately belong 
to the United States; and I was impressed with the 
belief, that it would be at no distant period: this 
however, was mere impression, and founded on in- j 
formation derived from no other source than my 
own opinions. : 

I proposed asking a letter of introduction from 
general Jackson to the governor of Pensacola, which 
the general gave; this was thought by us necessary 
froma knowledge that the Indians frequently inter- 
rupted American citizens while in that city; and 
this danger we believed would be avoided by hav- 
ing the protection of the governor, which we sup- 
posed could and would be attained by introductory 
letters from respectable sources. I think it was 
sometime in November, that Mr. Donnelson pro- 
ceeded on his mission from Nashville, in company 
with a Mr. Gordon, who we employed to go with 
him. | 

The purchases were made, consisting of a number 
of unimproved lots in Pensacola, sixty acres of 
ground adjoining the town on the lower side, and 
about two thousand acres on the bay, two or three 
miles out, The deeds I have seen, and are now at 
Nashville, written in the Spanish language, made to 
Mr. Donnelson, and by him, since conveyed to the 
eight gentlemen interested originally. Mr. D. stat- 
ed to me, that his first purchase was refused to be 
acquiesced in by the governor pf Pensacola, alleg- 
jng that American citizens should not buy land there; 
his objection however, was withdrawn afterwards, 
and Mr. Donnelson was permitted to go on and com- 

lete his purchases. 

Taver, that gen Jackson zs not, nor ever was in any 
manner concerned with this company; nor was it 
entered into from any conversation, hint, or opinion 
ever given by gen. Jackson, but done entirely from 
the circumstances first stated in this affidavit, the 
belief that the country would ere long belong to 
this government; and thatif'so, the speculation would 
prove a beneficial one. 

The eight gentlemen concerned are as follows 

James Jackson sen. James Jackson jun. John H, 
Eaton, John C. M’Latmore, John M’Cray, Phila- 
delphia, John Jackson, Philadelphia, Thomas Child- | 
ress, John cg 

€ 


are in no wise connected or related to gen. Jackson 
The general, in fact, has no relations; all his family 
having perished during the revolutionary war in 
this country, as | have understood. Mr. Donnelson 
is nephew to Mrs. Jackson, the wife of genera! 
Jackson. 
Question. Did you have any conversation with 
general Jackson before or after getting his orders 
to go to the Seminole war? : 
Answer, Afier getting his orders, I did not. 
Shortly after our association was formed, I saw 
general Jackson, and named to him what had been 
done; and his remark was, that he had no doubt but 
that our project would turn out advantageously, or 
words to this effect; but gen. Jackson’s opinion 
rested on no better foundation than our own, a be- 
lief prevailing through the country at that time, that 
the country was about to be ceded. Many pur- 
chases were made in Pensacola last fall, [ have un- 
derstood; founded no doubt, on this general public 
imp7ressioi. Sworn to, 
JNO. B. EATON... 
(Copy.) 
Head quarters, Fernandina, E. F. 
December 29th, 1818. 

Str,—J have received information from several 
persons lately from St. Augusiine, that a party of 
armed men, headed bya person called captain Mil- 
ler, assuming the rank and authority of a Spanish 
officer, about the 25d instant, fired upon Augustus 
Santee, a sergeant of the United States artillery, 
with two citizens of the state of Georgia. The ser- 
geanthad obtained a short leave of absence to ac- 
company his brother on a visit toSt. Johns. ‘Ths 
brother and the other citizen are reported to have 
been badly wounded. ‘The sergeant and one of his 
companions (the ether being unable to travel) were 
seen on the 24th, marching under guard towards St. 
Augustine. 

Lhave addressed a note to governor Coppinger, 
demanding the immediate liberation of the sergeant 
and other persons confined—a copy is enclosed 
herewith, marked No. 1. 

The captain Miller, aoovementioned, is reported 
to bea deserter from our service, he is neverthe- 
less understood to be a captain of the Florida mii- 
tia andto have acted ynder the authority of the 
Spanish governor. 

The sergeant was absent without my knowledge; 
the unfortunate citizens who were wounded are re- 
presented to be disorderly men, and are suspected 
of having gone to Florida with a design to arrest 
some fugitive offender who had escaped from pri- 
son in Georgia. ‘This impression however appears 
io be founded only in vague rumor, Be this asit 
may, there is notwithstanding, much ground to be- 
lieve, that the Spanish authorities only want the 
means to enable them to give us open and unequl- 
vocai proofs of their settled hostility, and intimate 
connexion with our red enemies. In support of 
this opinion, I enclose herewith No. 2, a copy of a 
letter from major Fanning, commanding St. Marks, 
received by the last mail. By this it appears from 
Indian testimony, that the Spaniards at St. Augus- 
tine with all their affected purity, have lately fur- 
nished hostile Indians at the bay of Tampo, with 
ten horse loads of ammunition, recommending to 
them united and vigorous operations against us. 1 
shall hold myself in readiness to do what can be 
done with the limite@ means under my controu!, 
and shall strike at any force that may present itseli. 

Permit me to request thatan officer of the quar- 
termaster general’s depagtment may be ordered to 





Whe above gentlemen bearing the same name, 


join me with the sum of twenty thousand doliars, 
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for defraying the expenses ofthat department, and, 
that a battalion of infantry may be ordered to this 
lace in addition to my present command, 

Ihave the honor to be, your most obedient ser- 
vant, (Signed) EDMUND P. GAINES. 

The honorable J, C. Calhoun, secretary of war. 

No. 1.—(Copy.) 
Major general Gaines to governor Coppinger. 
Head quarters, Amelia Island, 
December 28th, 1818. 

Srr, J have received information that Augustus 
Santee, a sergeant of the United States artillery, 
-yho had obtained from his commanding officer a 
temporary leave of absence, wasa few days since 
fired on, arrested and imprisoned, by a party of arm- 
ed men at St. Johns, headed bya person assuming 
the rank and character of a Spanish officer. 

It is likewise reported thattwo citizens of the 
United States, were, by the same party, fired on, 
wounded and imprisened; and that the perpetra- 
tors of this outrage, with a view to shelter their con- 
duct under the veil of Spanish authority, took the 
sergeant and citizen by force towards St Augustine, 
whither it was understood they were to be carried, 
under a pretext that they would there be arraigned 
and tried as offenders. 

Presuming that the.information given me upon 
this subject is correct, I hasten to demand of you 
the immediate liberation of the sergeant and citi- 
zens, thus arrested, wounded, and imprisoned with- 
in your government. 

' Maj. James M, Glassell, of the general staif of the 
_army of the United States, is instructed to hand you 
this letter, and to take charge of, and order to this 
place the persons confined; and by this officer I shall 
expect to receive from you a proper explanation, 
with the assurance that the perpetrators of this out- 
rage will be punished as its enormity demands, 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND P. GAINES. 
Maj. gen. by brevet, commanding. 
To his excellency gov. Coppinger, Si. Augustine. 
No. 2.—(Copy.) 
Major Fanning, commanding St. Marks, to maj, gen. 
Gaines. 
Fort sT. MARKS, EAST FLORIDA. 
November 27th, 1818. 

Si1r—From an Indian family arrived here yester- 
day, from Tampo bay, I learn that the Seminoles 
have received, from St. Augustine, ten pack horse 
loads of ammunition, and that it was distributed 
among them sixteen days ago. 

That an English trading vessel was at Tampo, a 
month since. Some provisions and ammunition 
were procured from her by the enemy. ‘that, ten 
days past, two English trading vessels were at 
Snake island, not far from the mouth of Sukaney ri- 
ver. 

Thus, there can be little doubt of the Seminoles 
being now well supplied with ammunition and pro- 
vision. 

The Spaniards recommended to the enemy unit- 
ed and vigorous operations against us, telling them, 
that they, themselves, were going to take Si. Marks, 
which they expected tedo, without fighting, in the 
same manner it was taken from them. That from 
St. Marks they would go to fort Gadsden, where 
they expected some little resistance, and finally to 
Pensacola. 


These circumstances hartp put new life among 


the Sukaney Indians, but Kinhijah says he has heard 
such talks too long, and that he will collect his peo- 
ple, and go back to his old situation, and be on 
friendly terms with the ch 


ited States. The other 


‘ 
‘< 
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Indian: who left their towns and went to Sukaney’ 
during our last campaign, are moving, or about to 
move, back again, and wish to have nothing further 
to do with the war. 

Vhere is too much appearance of truth in this re- 
lation, not to deserve attention; and, in conformity 
to the spirit of the generai order of the 16th Sep- 
tember, i shali not give up this post to thre Spaniards, ' 
should they arrive, until I may be convinced of the _ 
falsehood of the report respecting their conduct, or 
until I may receive orders so to do, from superior 
authority. | 

{have the horor to be, most respectfully, your 
obedient servant. 

(Signed) A.C. W. FANNING, 
Maj. U. S. army, commanding St. Marks? 
UMaj. Gen. FE. P. Gaines, — 
Commanding 6th and 7th military departments, 
Fort Hawlsins, or elsewhere. | 
Certified, 
DANIEL E. BUNCH, Aid de Camp. 





Extract of a letter from general Andrew Jackson to 
the secretary of war, dated head quarters, division of 
the south, Nashville, 28th Nivember, 1818. 

I enclose you a copy ofa letter from col. King; 
detailing a conflict between captain Bovle of the 
rangers, and a detachment of hostile warriors.— 
The conduct of the captain in this affair was meri. 
torious, and I trust ere this he has recovered from 
his wound, and disappointed the hopes of the war- 
riors of the Choctawhatchy. A short time since 
every mail from the south reported the pleasing in- 
telligence of the general submission of the Semi- 
noles; the cause of the re-assumption of hostilities is 
stated in the colonel’s communication. The fact, 
that the news of the restoration of Pensacola to 
Spain, had revived their hopes, and again excited 
them to war, is an additional evidence of the pro- 
priety of my operations in the Floridas, and has 
confirmed me in my unalterable opinion, that the 
Seminole conflict could not have been terminated 
by any other means than those adopted. My only 
apprehensions are, that my operations were not suf- 
ficiently extensive to ensure permanent tranquillity 
in the south. St. Augustine is still in possession of 
the Spaniards, and the whole peninsula is beyond 
the control of our. garrisons. ‘The situation of Flo- 
rida, in relation to our country, ts peculiar and de- 
mands the early attention of our government. Bor- 
dering almost on the Creek natiou and within the 
vicinity of the four southern tribes of Indians, her 
territory will always prove an asylum to the dissf- 
fected and restless savage, as wellas a more dange - 
ous population, unless some energetic government 
can be established to control or exclude these in- 
terlopers. The savages and negroes who have not 
submitted to our authority, have fled east of the 
Suwany river, and whether settled in the Alotcha 
way Plains, near St. Augustine, or more southward- 
ly, we have yettelearn. Their force, no doubt, is 
too inconsiderable to create any serious disturban- 
cee with this country, but if unmolested they may 
acquire confidence with their strength, and prove 
a destructive enemy to our frontier settlers. They 
should be pursued before they recover from the pa- 
nic of our last operations. 

I submit to your consideration military operations 
for this spring, connected with the occupancy of 
the bay of Tampea. The plan proposed is to em- 


bark from fort Gadsden, or Pensacola, 500 regulars 
for the bay of Tampea, together with a force, say 
150 or 200 men, adequate to the maintaining ofthe 





works to be constructed at that point. Simultane- 



















































































wis : 
Ro ‘ ie eee 
eee Ft. Ee ies a 
anette a mig tite tls gone, -anyetnlee «atin te = ~- a 


pn gee - 


Se dle 
¢ nd —ae 


a Tc ae 





eee ee 





90 NILES’ REGISTER---MARCH 97, 1819---GEN. JACKSON’S DEFENCE, 








- 





ous with this movement, to push a force of 5 or 600 
men up tothe St. Johns, and occupy a positionator 
near the old Indian town, Pecolota. - This force, as 
soon as strongly fortified, to be actively employed 
in scouring the country as far west as Suwany, fore- 
ing to, or receiving the, submission of the hostile 
indians, who will be sent into the interior or the 
Cyeek nation. The troops detached to the bay of 
Tampa, having constructed and garrisoned a suita- 
ble wérk, having recoinoitered the neighboring 
country, and destroyed Woodbine’s negro establish- 
ment, to march to the position occupied on the, St. 
Johns, deviating only where Indian villages or set- 
tlements (if there be any in the country) invite their 
attention. From the best informatien I can collect, 
the march from Tampa to the point proposed on 
the St. Johns, would not excced seven days. Each 
man, from my own experience, can march with 
eight days rationson his back, which, with due eco- 
nomy, will last twelve—time sufficient to perform 
the operation intended. The expense of the ex- 
pedition would be trifling, as it is proposed that 
none but regulars should be employed, and the ad- 
vantage to the nation incalculable, as finally chrush- 
ing savage hostilities in the south, and affording ac- 
tive service to some of our regiments who have 
grown sluggish from the inactiv ity of garrison du- 
ties. 
(cory. ) 
Pensacola, October 15th, 1818. 

Str—Captain Boyle returned to this place on the 
13th, having been wounded in an affair with a party 
of hostile Indians, near the Choctawhatchy. 

He reported, that on the 6th inst. he left his boats 
in Yellow Water, and, with adetachment of twenty 
two mén on foot, pursued a party of Indians whose 
track he had discovered. He overtook them on 
the 8th, about 25in number, attacked and defeated 
them, killing four, wounding many, and taking some 
prisoners. Alarge quantity of ammunition, and all 
their plunder, fell into his hands. 

The following morning, just before day, the party 
defeated the day before, supposed to have been re- 
inforced, attacked him in his camp; but he succeed- 
ed in repulsing them with loss, notwithstanding one 
half of his men fled at the first onset, and were ne- 
vér again brought into action. In ‘this affuir the 
captain himself received a musket ball in his side, 
and had one of his men dangerously wounded: this, 

together with the want of provisions, compelled 
him to return to Pensacola, bringing with him SiX- 
teen prisoners. He reports to have made seven 
scalps during the expedition. 

The rangers being very much fatigued, I shall 
permit them to rest a few days. I hope captain 
Boyle will be sufficiently recovered to resume his 
command. I shall then once more order him to the 
Choctawhatchy, where, he is of opinion, a party is 
concealed, of from 40 to 50 warriors, who have re- 
solved never to surrender, confiding in the expect- 
ed return ofthe Spaniards, when they are sure of 
protection and supplies, and will again commence 
their depredations_on our settlements. ‘This expe- 
dition, I flatter myself, of captain Boyle’s, will disap- 
point and render them harmless, before the pro- 
vince is evacuated. 

I cannot close this communication without again 
calling your attention to the meritorious conduct of 
captain Boyle. In zeal, activity, and perseverence 
he is surpassed py no partizan I have ever known. 

(Signed) W. KING, 


Col. 4th Reg. 
Major Gen. Andrew Jackson, | 
Comd’g. division of the south. 
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Defence of general Jackson. 


DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE. “STRICTURES ON THE 
REPORT TO THE SEN ATE.” 


CIRCULAR.—-A. : 
Head quarters, southern Boltion, 

- Nashville, Jan. 11, 1818. 

Sin—The Seminole Indians have raised the war 
hatchet. They have stained our land with the blood 
of our citizens. Their war spirit must be put down; 
and they taught to know that their safety depends 
upon the friendship and protection of the United 
States. To accomplish this, the aid of one regi. 
ment of mounted gunmen, of one thousand men 
completely armed and equipped, and to serve dur. 
ing the campaign, is asked from West Tennessee,— 
Can you raise them and be ready for the field in ten 
days? Ifyou can, your general who led you to vic. 
tory on the plains of Talledega, Emuckfau, and 'To-. 
hopeka, asks you to accompany him totheheart of 
the Seminole towns, and their aid in giving peace 
and safety to our southern frontier. An answer is 
expected in five days, and it is anticipated that the 
number required is now ready. This is a private 
appeal to the patriotism of West Tennessee, and is 
not to appear in a newspaper. If the regiment is 
raised and marched, allexpenses for expresses shall 
be paid. By the return of the express, you are ex- 
pected to give your opinion of the pr obability of the 
result, that preparations may be made accordingly, 
Col. H. Dyer, col. Gibson, col. W illiamson, col. 
George Elliott, maj. William Mitchell, maj. John 
Smith of Montgomery county, col. Martin of Wil- 
liamson, and capt. F. Ellis of Dixon county, have 
alone been addressed on this subject. The grade. 
of the officers to be determined by themselves, or 
the platoon officers of the regiment. The officers 
raising companies to command them. Upon further 
reflection it is requested that those officers named 
above, and all such as can raise a company, will meet 
me at this place on the 19th of the present month. 
Punctuality in this is much desired; and it is further 
requested thag all those officers who have served in 
the late war, will be confidentially notified of the 


foregoing. I have the honor, &c. 
A. JACKSON, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 
True copy. J.C. BRONAUGH, U. §, Army. 


B. 
Head quarters, division of the south, 
Nashville, Jan, 11th 1818. 

Sir—I have just received orders from the pres!- 
dent of the United States to repair to fort Scott, 
Georgia, with instructions to call upon the govern- 
ors of the neighboring states for such additional mi- 
litary force as may be deemed necessary to co-ope- 
rate with all the disposable regular troops of the 
southern division, against the Seminoles. I have 
this night addressed circulars to several of those 
brave officers who served with me during the Creek 
campaign, under a hope that a timely address to the 
patriotism of our citizens will enable me to effect, 
by voluntary enlistment, what would otherwise have 
to be done bv drafts. Ihave called for 1000 mount- 
ed men; and, should the appeal prove inefficatious, I 
will embrace the earliest opportunity of making the 
requisition on you for a like number of drafted mi- 
litia. 

I have received your letter ofthe 4th inst. andam 
happy to hear of the ratification of the treaty with 
the Cherokee Indians, 

With respect, your most obedient servant, 

ANDREW JACKSON, Maj. Gen. Com. 

Gov. McMiny, of Tennessee. 

True copy—J. €. BRONAUGH, U S. Army. 
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C. 
Head quarters, division of the south, 
Nashville, 12th January, 1818. 

Srm—tI have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt ofyour letter ofthe 26th ult, which reached 
me last night: its contents are duly noted, and will 
be promptly attended to. I have received no late 
advices from general Gaines, although I have for 
some time expected the return of the express sent 
to him on the 24th of November last. ‘Taking into 
view the strength of the Seminoles and their adher- 
ents, as reported to you by gen. Gaines, and the 
aggregate of his strength, regular and militia, 
amounting to about 1800 men, which cannot possi- 
bly afford a like number of effectives; considering, 
likewise, that the greater portion of his forces are 
drafted militia from Georgia, who may apply for 
their discharge at the expiration of three months 
from the time they were first mustered, and who 
may be disposed to claim this right, and abandon 
the campaign about the time I would reach fort Scott, 
1 have deemed it both prudent and advisable to call 
from the west end of the state of Tennessee, for one 
thousand volunteer mounted gun men, to serve dur- 
ing the campaign. With this force, in conjunction 
with the regular troops, I can act promptiy, and, 
with the smiles of Heaven, successfully, against any 
force that can be concentrated by the Seminoles and 
their auxiliaries. Viewing, however, the lives of 
eur citizens as too precious to be risked in a con- 
test with savages, with the odds of two to one, un- 
less where real necessity demands the exposure, I 
have, therefore, written to the governor of Georgia 
to continue in the field the 1000 men required by 
gen. Gaines. The result of the appeal I have made 
to the patriotism of those brave men in West Ten- 
nessee, who have so often followed me to the field 
of danger, will be known by the 19th instart, and I 
hope to leave this, for fort Scott, on the 22d. Of 
my movements and success in raising the mounted 
volunteers, you shall be advised. 

It may appear to the government on the first veiw 
that the mounted men are the most expensive; but, 
when we consider the rapidity of their movements, 
the amount of quartermaster’s expenditure for pack- 
horses, baggage waggons, and other means of trans- 
port, indispensable to footmen, in this instance saved, 
mounted gun-men, as auxiliaries in such a cam- 
paign as the one contemplated, will be found to save 
both blood and treasure to the U. States. 

The volunteers that have been invited to the field, 
are of tried materials, and such as can be relied on 
in the day of danger and trial. 

With respect, your most obedient serv’t. 

ANDREW JACKSON, maj. gen. com. 

Hon. J. C. Catnoun, secretary of war. 

True copy—J, C. BRONAUGH, U. S. Army. 
D. 
Head Quarters Division of the South, 
Nashville, 13th January, 1818, 

Sir—Being advised that the assistant deputy quar- 
termaster general of gen. Gaines’ brigade has resign- 
ed, and being unadvised as to quartermaster’s funds 
within the 7th department, J have to request that 
the necessarv funds be forwarded to quartermaster 
general Gibson, at Fort Scott, whom I have ordered 
to meet me at that place without loss of time. 

Should the 1000 volunteer mounted gun-men at- 
tend to my appeal to their patriotism, I shall send en 
a confidential agent to Georgia to have the neces- 
sary supplies for them procured and forwarded by 
the quarter master, if any there, to Fort Gaines and, 
if none, by the agent sent, with instructions to draw 
on quarter master general Gibson, for the amount 


; ee is Rano =. i 


of his purchases—this is done to facilitate the march 
of the volunteers called for. I need not observe, 
that, without quarter master’s funds an army can- 
not be wielded either with promptitude or effect. 
Promptitude in the present compaign will bea great 


saving to the United States, both in character and : 


purse. | 

I have the honor to be, &c. &e. &ce. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 

Hon. J. C. Catnorn, Sec’y. of War. 

True copy—J. C. BRONAUGH, U. States army 

Head quarters, Nashville, 
19th January, 

Srr—I am instructed by the commanding general 
to direct that you march your volunteer regiment 
of mounted gunmen to Fayetteville, to be there on 
the 31st inst. completely armed and equipped, and 
prepared to march for fort Scott, in Georgia, for a 
six month’s tour. Your troops will furnish .them- 
selves, until they reach Fayetteville, with their own 
provisions and forage; the former of which will be 
reimbursed them by the contractor, and the latter by 
the quartermaster. 

I have the honor, &e.&c. J. M. GLASSELL, 
Aid de camp. 
To cols, Drerand Wiutramson. 
True copy—J. C. BRONAUGH, U. S. A. 
F. 
Head quarters, division of the south, 
Nashville, 20th January, 1818. 

Str—lI have received your letter of the 18th ult. 
and have to regret the situation in which you are 
unfortunately placed. Every effort will be made, 
however, torelieve you. I shall leave this for fort 
Ilawkins on the 22d; and two regiments oi mounted 
volunteers will rendezvous at Fayetteville, Ten. on 
the Sist inst. and proceed, by forced march, direct 
to our southern frontier. 

The commanding officer of the Georgia militia 
has instructions, this day, not to invite a general en- 
gagement with the Indians, but at all hazards to aid 
you in relieving major Muhlenburg. 

ANDREW JACKSON. . 
major gen. cam. div. of the south. 

Col. ArnsvckKtt, com’eg. at fort Scott. 

True copy—J.C. BRONAUGH, U. S. army. 
Head Quarters, division of the sorith, 
Masheville, 21st Jan. 1818. 

Srrn—You will repair to Fayetteville, Ten. on the 
Slist inst. and there muster and receive into the ser- 
vice of the United States for six months, if not soon- 
erdischarged, two regiments ofmounted volunteers. 
As soon as mustered, you will assume the command. 
of these troops, and make every preparation to fa- 
cilitate their march, via fort Jackson, by the most 
direct and practicable route to Fort Scott, oan the 
Flint river. You are authorised to organize and 
appoint such a brigade staffas vou may deem neces- 
sary to the accomplishment of the duties assigned 
you. Every confidence is placed in your known ac- 
tivity and skill—and vou are clothed with all discre- 
tionary power to facilitate the march of the volun- 
teers to the designated post. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 
maj. gen. com’g. div. of the south. 

Col. A. P. Hayne, insp’r. general. 

True copy—J. C. BRONAUGH, U.S. army. 
I. 
Department of war, March 7, 1818: 

Str—TI have had the honor to receive your letter 
of the 9th, and that of the 15th ultimo. 





I have the pleasure of expressing to you my en- 
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tive approbation of the measures you have adopted 
a ne a prompt movement of the patriotic volun- 
tee 


rs confided to your command. 

Itis a subject of regret, that there is no public 
arsenal for that section of the country, from which 
arms and equipments could be drawn. The course 
which you have taken to remedy the evil, I trust, 
will be effectual. Sofaras it may be practicable, 
let the arms be preserved, and returned «after the 
campaign closes tothe owners. Where this cannot 


be done, let the account, properly vouched, be paid 


by the quarter master’s department. ® 

The bill drawn on aceount of supplies of every 
kind will be paid when presented to this depart- 
Ment. Upwards of one hundred thousand dollars 


have been forwarded tothe paymasters of the fourth 
- and seventh regiments, for the payment of the mi- 


litia before they are discharged. General Jackson 
will adopt such measures as may be proper to secure 
this object. The desire of the president, that the 


disbursing officers of the regular forces should be 
charged with the expenditures ofthe campaign, is 


‘the only obstacle to appointing the gentlemen re- 
commended by the oilicers of the Tennessee bri- 
gade. Every attention will be given to secure the 
object of their wishes. 

Jam wel! aware of the dificulties to be overcome, 
tm@organize efficiently and satisfactorily to the offi- 
cers, and men, a volunteercorps for the field. In the 
present instance, the pride and spirit cf veterans, 
aided by patriotism, and directed by experienced 
intelligence, have handsomely surmounted every 
obstacie. The alacrity with which the brave Ten- 
nesseeans have again resumed theirarms in defence 
of the country, is a sufficient earnest that their ef- 
forts will be successful, and that their efficiency, 
joined to the gallant exertions of other corps, will 
speedily terminate the copflict. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &e. 

JOHN C. CALHOUN. 

Col. Antruer P. Harr, 

inspct. gen. fort Scott, Geo. 
K. 

Extract of a letter from John C. Calhoun, secretary of 
war, to maj. gen. Andrew Jackson, dated 29th, Juin- 
nary, 1818. 

“Your letters of the 12th and 13th inst. are receiv- 
ed. The measures you have taken to bring an effi- 
cient force into the field, are approved—and a con- 
fident hope is entertained, that, a speedy and suc 
cessful termination of the Indian war will follow 
your exertions.’ ; 

fexTracT] Department of war, Feb. 6, 1818. 

- Srm—I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 

ecipt of your letter of the 20th ultimo, and to ac- 

uaint you of the entire approbation of the presi- 
dent of all the measures which you have adopted to 
terminate the rupture with the Indians, 


The honor of our army, as well as the interest of, 
eur country, requires that it should be as speedily | 
terminated as practicable; and the confidence re-: 

sed in your skill and prompiitude assures us that | 
peace will be restored on such conditions as will! 


make jt honorable and permanent. 


I have, &c. J.C. CALHOUN. 
Major gen. A. Jackson, fort Scott, Geo. 


M. 

Rosert Butter, adj. general of the southern di- 
vision of the army of the United States, being duly 
sworn, testifies: 

That in the summer or fall of 1817, Mr John Don- 
elson, of the neighborhood of Nashville, went to 








Pensecola and purchased lots of land there, with the 


approbation of the governor: that the deponent ha 
heard that Mr. Janies Jackson,of Nashville, was con- 
cerned withhim,and was the only person concerned 
de also understood, that Denelson’s first view in go- 
ing to Pensacola was for the benefit of his health; 
that Mr. Donelson is nephew of general Jackson’s 
wife; that he does not know the amount of Donel-. 
son’s purchase; that he does not know nor does he 
believe that gen. Jackson had or expected to have 
any interest in said purchase, nor did he hear it ever 
suggested. ‘he deponent further sayeth, that on 
the 11th Januacy, 1818, gen. Jackson addressed a 
circular to the old volunteer officers, to raise volun- 
teers for the Seminole campaign, in which the fol: 
lowing clause is found.—«The grade of the officers 
to be determined by themselves, or the platoon offi- 
cers of the regiment. The officers raising eompa- 
nics to commard.” The deponent has heard that 
an election was held, and the rank of the field offi- 
cers established in that way, and not appointed by 
gen. Jackson, as stated in the deponent’s affidavit 
before the committee of the senate as. positive, 
when the deponent then stated it as matter of opini- 
on only; also, that the governor of Tennessee was 
at Nashviile, which it appears from reference to pa- 
pers, wasnotthecase. The deponent furtherstates, 
thet general Jackson received informztion at St. 
Marks on his return from Suwannee, that there 
were about 600 hostile Indians at Pensacola, who 
received ammunition and provisions from the gover- 
Ror, in consequence of which the general ordered 
lieut. Sands of the artillery, to Mobile, to hold two 
pieces of the field artillery in readiness for his or- 
ders. On the arrivalof the army at fort Gadsden, 
the general received information of several murders 
having been committed on the Federal road, and wes 
shewn a letter, said tobe private, from a gentieman 
at Pensacola to Mr. Doyle, as the deponent believes, 
stating that a large number of Indians were in Pen- 
sacola, and depredating on the property of the citi- 
zens; this information determined the geireral to 
change his route for Tennessee by Pensacola, and 
orders were given to col. Gibson tc procecd to Mo- 
bile, and afford licut. Sands every facility in moving 
the artillery to fort Montgomery, to await the gene- 
ral’s order, which was given on nearing the Escam- 
bia by express, requiring the artillery to form a junc- 
tion with the army after crossing that river, which 
was executed. The general remarked to the depo- 
nenton march to Pensacola, that, if he found the 
information true, on reaching that place, he would 
demand a surrender of it—and the deponent be- 
lievesthat the determination of the gencral to oc- 
cupy Pensacola and Barrancas, was made or recciv- 
ing the protest of the governor, and learning that 
his provisions were stopped by him at the former 
place. That, at the time the army attacked Micka- 
suky, there were not more than five hundred Indian 
warriors embodied, nor does the deponent believe 
there were, at any time during the war, more than 
five or six hundred embodied at any one place: that 
from the nature of the subject, the statement must 
be conjectural; that the enemy’s warriors were, in 
gencral, well armed—that deponent was told there 
were about thirteen hundred souls at Suwannee, of 
which 250 or 300 were fighting men—that our army 
had 1 man killed and 4 wounded m actions with the 
Indians during the campaign, and 2 killed at the 
Barrancas. 

Deponent further says, that general Jackson re- 
ceived, from a private source, a plan of the fortress 
of St. Augustine; and, as the denonent believes, it 
was sent to the general! at St. Marks or Fort Gads 
den, after his return from Euwannce. That genera- 
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3ackson had under his command in Florida, from re- 
collection, about 1800 regulars, volunteers, and mi- 
litia, and about'1500 Indians, under Mcintosh; and- 
that the Indians were received and mustered into 
the service of the United States, under the orders 
of brevet major general Gaines, and mustered out of 
service, under the orders of major general Jackson, 
by a regular officer. 

“yhis deponent deems it due to himself to state 
that the deposition published with the report of the 
committee of the senate, ynder his name, was not 
written by him; but was taken down by Mr. Burrill, 
of that committee, and a promise given to the depo- 
nent that, when it was thrown into form, it would be 
submitted for correction and signature, which was | 
sot done, although the committee were twice in- 
formed by one of its members, at the request of this 
deponent, that partsthereof were not correct; hence 
the deponent was not able to give the necessary 
correction which he would have done, from an ex- 
amination of the papers andnecessary reflection. 

ROBERT BUTLER. 

[N.] Washington, March 5, 1819. 
On an examination before the special committee 
of the senate, on the subject of the Seminole war, I 
was told by the hon Mr. Burrill, one of the commit- 
ice, that, what he (Mr. Burrill) then took down 
of my testimony, was a memorandum; and if used, 
that my deposition should be written out, and sub- 
mitted to me for correction. The deposition was 
not submitted; but was sent at once to the printer; 
who, believing that several words were omitted, 
sent it to me for revisal; I then waited on two of the 
committee, Mr. Lacock and Mr. Burrill, and obtain- 
ed leave to strike out apart; but they would not per- 
mit me te make any additions. The parts struck 
out were not material. What I wished to add, was 
the substance of an order, the following extract from 

which, I beg leave to make part of this deposition. 

Extract of an order to cul. Gibson, dated camp, twenty 

six miles cast of St. Marks, 24th April, 1818. 
“General Mclatosh and his warriors will be at fort 

Scott, and will probably take much of the supplies 
ordered up: and, asthe Tennessee volunteers will 
pass from Gadsden to that point, he wishes you to 
cespatch aboat with a further supply; and should 
the corn have arrived from New-Orleans last order- 

ed, you willforward a considerably quantity also, to 
enable the yolunteers’ horses to reach tort Haw- 

kins. ROBERT BUTLER, adjt. general. 

The order from which this extract is made, to- 
gether with the order from which the following is 
extracted, were submitted through Mr. Ea~un to 
ihe committee: I beg leave also to make the second 
extract a part of this deposition, to wit: 

Exctract of anviher letter to col. Gibson, dated, before 

Si. Marks, April 9th, 1818. 
“This is ¢arried by one of those deluded wretches 
who have asked for peace, and it is granted them— 

17 men, 18 women, and 30 children have surrender- 

ed; and they ask permission to pass by water to fort 

Gadsden.—This is granted them, and they will re- 

main here untilthe runner returns, by whom you 

willwrite tothe commanding officer of St. Marks, 
capt. Vashon, under what badge you will know them. 

AND. JACKSON.” 

Signed) GEO. GIBSON. 
District of Columbia, couuy of Washington, to wit: 
On this third day of March, 1819, George Gibson 
personally appeared before the subscriber, a justice 
of the peace, in and for the county aforesaid, and 
made oath, in due form of law, that the matters and 
things, as set forth in the annexed statement, are truc 
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The Belt Saw. 


The editor of the Recisrer was invited a fe 
days since, to see the newly invented Belt or Strat 
saw, in operation; and, although very little acquaint- 
ed with machinery in general, he could not help be- 
lieving that a great desideratum was obtained by 
this application of power. es 
The chief objections to the common upright saw, _ 
worked by a crank, we are told, are as follows: oie 
that it makes 100 strokes per minute, of from 18 to’ __ 
24 inches long—the log is pushed to tlie saw by 
means of a feed-arm acting upon a rag-wheel, putin 
motion by the returi-stroke of the saw-gate. 
the logislarge, it requires but little feed; the ratch- 
et is then often missed, and the saw doesnothing, or 
next to nothing, a major part of the time: and that 
the teeth of this saw are much more injured by the 
up stvoke, than by the cutting or down stroke, — 
by reason of the saw dust, sand,&c. that remains in 
the cut of the log, the upper part of the tooth bei 
oftentimes found to be rounded or rubbed off, wl 
the lower partis very little injured. The up-s - 
also has a tendency to destroy the set of the saw. 
It is further represented to be among the dis. 
advantages attending such saws, inthe great length 
required for the connecting rods, or pitmen—the 
carriage way being necessarily 25 feet from the 
crank, or else the saw will move badly and jar very 
much, as the dead centre of the crank is passed: to 
remove which defect, itis said, no methed has ever 
yet been discovered. ‘Ihe best remedy for it is in 
extending the distance between the crank and the 
saw; and the cost, difficulty and extra labor requir- 
ed either to dig down for the purpose, or raise up 
the logs ona carriage way, elevated above the com- 
mon surface of the adjacent earth, are well known 
to every body. ; 

The Belt saw is free from all those disadvantages 
—as it is always revolving and always cutting ata 
regular rate, the log is always pressed against it in 
a regular manner, and the work goes on without any 
stoppage, jar, or impediment whatsoever. Thus, itis _ 
estimated that this saw will cuttwelve times as much 
wood, at one sharpening, as the common mill saw. 
The comparative force of these saws, we are told, 
may be calculated thus: the saw moved by a crank ~ 
may make 100 strokes, 2 feet long, per minute—of 
course 200 feet of saw is passed in the log in a mi- 
nute—the Belt saw ts 42 feet long, passing round 
wo 7 feet wheels, or drums, at the rate of 150 re- 
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The difference is at once so obvious that nothing 
more need be said about it. Mr. French, the mill. — 
wright who put the saw we are speaking of, underthe 
direction of the inventor, is willing to contract te 
erecta mull, if the power that is required is given te 
him, which shall cut 15000 feet of boards in 24 hours, 
with one saw; and he states his opinionthat it will do 
this with one sharpening, wuless in case of accident, 

We siall now describe the Belt Saw, which is very 
simple—lIt is made of one piece, and passed round 
two drums, one above and the other below the po- 
sition of the log; these drums are raised or depress- 
edas need requires, and the saw, strained by them, 
moves in a strict perpendicular line before it reach. 
es, and after it leaves the log. The machinery is so 
simple, that any person who has seen two whecle 
connected together by a common leather strap may 
understand it--the saw is as the strap, and it appears 
not to sutierthe least damage by being so used. 

It is stated further, that the cost of erecting @ 
mill and fixing up awsaw of this kind, including all- 
expenses (except the patent right) will not exceed 





43 Stated. Sworn dcfore JOSEPH FORREST. 







that of 2 common double-geared saw mill. 
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volutions in a minus, with a strong regular feed.— pal 












Georgia, elected to supply the vacancy occasioned by the resigna- 
tion of Mr. Forsyth, appeared and took his seat. 


“tion the resolution submitted by him on the °2d ult. for the eree- 
- tion of a mouument to the memory of the late major gencral De 


‘atan earlier period than the first Monday of December, and that 


‘jn the southern part of the present Missouri territory. 


‘tude, be prohibited, except for the punis!iment of crimes, whereof 
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For particulars apply to the patentee, Mr. Adam 
Stewart, Baltimore—or Mr. R. French, millwright, 
Morrisville, Pennsylvania. 


CONGRESS. 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 67.] 
Thursday, Feb. 18.—Robert Raymond Reid, a new member from 








Mr. Bluomfeld reported a bill supplementary to “An act to pro- 
‘vide for eertain persons engaged in the land and naval service of 
the U. States in the revolutionary war;”’ which was twice read and 


sa 





committed. 
Mr. Reed moved that the house proceed to take into eonsidera- 


Kalb, which motion was negatived. 





Mr. Holmes moved that the house do come to the following reso- 
Jution: 
Reselved, ‘That a committee be appointed to enquire into the } 





expediency of providing for the first meeting of the next congress 


the committee have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Ou the question to agree to this motion, it was-decided in the 
negative. 

The house proceeded to the consiceration of the report of the 
committee on the bill to establish a separate territorial government 


Mr. Taylor moved to amend the Saie, by inserting’ the following 
proviso in the bill: 

*That the further introduction of slavery, or invajuntery servi- 
the party shall have been fully convicted.” 

“And that all children born within the said state, after the ad- 
mission thereof into the Union, shalj be free at the age of twenty- 
five years.” 





The question on this motion being divided, was first taken on 
agreeing to the first clause thereof, in the following words: 


“That the further introduction of slavery, or involuntary servic | 
tude, be prohibited, except for the punishment of crimes, whereof 


the party shall have been fully convicted.” 
And decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messry 
- dadams Hunter | Rich 
, Allen, of Mass. Huntington Richards 
Anderson, Pa. Irving, of N. ¥. Rogers 
Barber, Ohio Lawyer Ruggles 
Bateman Lincoin Sampson 
Bennett Lina Savage 
Boden Livermore Scudder 
Boss W. Maclay Seybert 
Comstock W. P. Maclay Sherwood 
Crafts Marchand Southard 
Cushman Mason, of R. I Spencer 
Darlington Merritl Talimadge 
Drake Robt. Moore Tarr 
Folger Saml. Moore Taylor 7 
Fuller Morton Terry 
Hall, Del. Moseley Tompkins 
Hasbrouck Murray Townsend 
Hendricks Jer. Nelson Wallace 
Herkimer Ogle Wendover ~ 
Herrick | Orr Whiteside 
_Hiester Palmer Williams, of Conn, 
Hitchcock Patterson Williams, of N.Y. 
Hostetter Pawling Wilson, of Pa.—70. 
Hubbard Rice 
NAYS—Messt3- 
Anderson, Ky. Johnson, of Va. Porter 
Austin Johnson of Kys Quarles 
Bail Jones Reid, of Geo, 
Barbour, of Va: Kinsey Rhea 
Bassett Lewis Robertson, 
Rayley Little Sawyer 
Beecher Lowndes Settie 
Bloomfield M' Lane of Del. Shaw 
Blount M- Lean, of Lil. Simkins 
Bryan M Coy Slocumb 
Burwell Marr S. Smith 
Butler, Lou, Mason, 6f Mass. Alexander Smyth 
Cobb H. Nelson J. S. Smith 
Cook 7’. M. Nelson Speed 
Crawford vow Stewart, of N. Ce 
Cutbreth Newton Storrs 
Desha Ogden Stuart, of Md, 
Earle Owen Terrell 
Edwards Parrott Trimble 
Garnett Pegiam Tucker. of Va. 
Hall, N.C. Peter Tucker, of S. €+ 
Harrison, Pindall Tyler 
ogy Pleasants Walker, of N. C. 
Holmes 71. 


So that part of Mr. Taylor’s motion was decided in the negative. 
‘Che qu@etion was then taken on the remninag clause of the 


proposed amendincat, in the following wort's: 
“And all children born of slaves within the said territory shall 
be free, but may be held to service juntil the age of twenty-five 
4 

































And decided as follows: 
YEAS— Messrs. 

Adams Huntington Richards 
Anderson, of Pa. Irving, N.7. Rogers 
Barber, of Ohio Kirtland Ruggles 
Boteman Lawyer Sampson R 
Bennett ‘Lincoln Savage 
Boden Lina Schuyler 

| Boss Livermore Scudder 
Comstock W. Maclay Seybert . 
Crafts W. P. Maclay Sherwood 
Cushman Marchand Southard 
Darlington Merrill Spencer 
Drake Mills Tallmailge 
Etticott Robt. Moore Tarr’ 
Folger Samuel Moore Taylor 

Fulier Morton Terry 
Gilbert Moseley Tompkins 
Hail, of: Del. Murray Townsend 

| Fasbrouck Jer. Nelson Wallace 
Hendricks gle Wendover 

He: rick rr Westerloo 

Heister Palmer Whiteside 
Hitchcock Paitei son Wiilams, Con. 
Hostettér Pawling Williams N. Y% 
Hubbard Rice Williams, of N.C. 
Hunter Rich Wilson, Penn.—75< 

NAYS— Messrs. 

Abbot Holmes Pleasants. 
Anderson, of Ky. Johnson, Va. Quarles 
Bail Johnson, Ky deed, Md, 
Barbour, Va. Jones Reid, of Geo. 
Bassett Kinsey Rhea 
Bayley Lewis Robertson 
Beecher Little Sawyer 
Bloom ficid Lowndes Settie 
Blount, M’Lane Deli Shaw 
Bryan MM’ Lean Iit. Simkins 
Burwell M’Coy Slocumb 
Butler of Lous Marr S. Smith 
Cobb Mason, of Mass. Alex. Smyth 
Cook Middleton, J. S. Smith 
Crawford H. Nelson Speed 
Cruger ZT. M. Nelson Stewart, N.C. } 
Culbreth Nesbitt Storrs 
Desha New Stuart, Md. 
Earle Ogden Terrill 
Edwards Owen Trimble 
Garnett Parrott Tucker Va. 
Hall, of N.C. Pegram Tucker S.C. 
Harrison Peter Tyler : 
Hogg Pindall Walker N.C. = 73 


So that part of Mr. Taylor’s motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Williams, of N. €. then moved to reconsider the vote just 
taken. He had voted with the majority, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing for himself the privilege of moving a reconsideration, wishing 
for a full expression of the opinion of the house on this important 
question, which could not now be obtained, as many members were 
out of the house 

The question was taken on reconsidering the vote, and decided, 
by yeas and nays in the negative— . 

For reconsideration 77 

Against it 79 

The question being then stated on ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed tur a third reading— 

Mr. Bassett, deeming every effort called for on the part ‘of the 
minority on this subject, to sustain their constitutional rights, 
which he coxsidered to be assailed in the amendment just adopted, 
moved that the bill be recommitted to a select committee. 


Some conversation took place between Messrs. Pindall,; Colston; 
Edwards, Scott, Lowndes, and Mills, as to the course now most 
expedient to give the bill; in the course of which, 

Mz Lowndes moved that the bill be laid on the table, stating at 
the same time that, to prevent its being called up and decided by 
surprize, be should, at 12 o’clock to-morrow, move for a call of the 
house, and to take up the bill for a decision. This motion prevail- 
ed, and 

The bill was laid on the table. 

The house next took up the amendments reported by the com- 
mittee of the whole to the bifl from the senate, to authorize a state 
government in the territury of Alabama, and for its admission into 
the union. 

The amendments were concurred in by the house, and (after an 
ineffectual atteropt by Mr. Crowell further to amend one of the 
sections.) were ordered to be engressed, and, with the bil, read 2 
third time, 

The house then resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 
Mr. Hugh Nelson in the chair, on the state of the Union, to whom 
had been refirred the report of the committee appointed to in- 
vestigate the affairs of the bank, thee nditional restrictions subse 
quently submitted by mr. Spencer, the resolutions absolutely to 
repeal the charter, submitted by wr. Jo/nson. of Virginia. and that 
off-red by mr. Trimble, to issne a scire facias. 

The particular subject first in order was the bill reported by the 
bank committee to enforee the provisions of the act incorporat- 
tog the bank, and it was aecordingly aunounced by the chait- 
man. 

Mr Johnson, of Va. observed that,as there were two’ other pro- 
positions before the committee. the adootivn of either of which 
would supercede the necessity of acting on the bill, he thought 
it would he the: preferable course first to takeuy for considcration 
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hone vf those propositions; and he moved Uvat the eomuittee pro 
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ceed to consider the resolution moved on the 9th inst, by himself, 
ip the following words— : 
“Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to reporta bill to repeal the act entitled “an act to incorporate 
the subseribers to the bank of the United States,” ‘passed April 
10th, 1816." 5 é 
‘The committee agreed to take up this resolution, which was 
read. ne 
. Mr. Spencer rose and stated, that he owed it to the civility of mr. 
_Johnson, that, in violating the nsual enstom on such occasions, 
which allowed the mover ef a proposition te commence its dis- 
cussion, he was sanctioned by the assent of Mr. Johuson. Mr. 
S. begged leave to remind the committee that there were three 
distinct propositions before it; the first was the resolution of the 
gentleman from Virginia; (Mr. Jolmson;) the second was that 
he had the honor of submitting some days sinee, directing the is- 
suing a scire facias.if the bank did not on a eertain day express 
jts assent toa modifieation of its charter; and the third was the 
resolution of his friend from Kentucky, (Mr. ‘Trimble, directing a 
scire facias absolutely and unconditionally. Mr. S. observed that 
he should prefer a modification of the eharter, even if it should by 
some be esteemed a new compact, to the total destruction of the 
ban’, with the views and apprehensions he entertained at pre- 
sent of the consequences of such ameasure. If the committee 
should reach the resolution he had submitted, it was his intention 
to modify it,in some respects, particularly to omit the third pro- 
position which proposed giving the president the power of re- 
moving any director;and he should in other respects amend his 
propositions, as time and reflection had enabled him, he thought, 
to improve them. And, if the cammittee should reach the bill re- 
ported by the select eommittee, mr. 8. said he should, with the ap- 
probation of the genticmea composivg the committee, submit an 
amendment which would require the stockholders, constituting ap 
attorney to vote for them, to swear to their ownership of the 
stocks Mr. S thought it preper to apprise the committee of these 
intentions, that the subject might be fairly copsidered. For the 
reason before stated, mr. S. said, he should at present vote against 
the resolution for the repeal of the charier, and against that di- 
recting the issuing of a scire facias; but, if he should not succeed 
in at least the plan of the propositions he had submitted, although 
he should not be tenacious of each particular one, he should feel 
it his duty to vote fora scire facias, unconditionally. 

Mr. S. proceeded to make explanations of some expressions in 

the report. ‘he remark, that “the priuvcipal business of the 
. bank certainly has been to discount on notes seeured by a pledge 
of stock,” was liable to misconstruction. The expression used 
does nut convey the meaning of the committee; it was either an 
inadvertance in the draft, or an error in copying: he believed the 
e\pression sriginally was “a principal part of the business, &e.” 
and it was intended to confine the remark to the business of the 
bank at Philadelphia, which was sometimes loosely designated as } 
the bank. With respect to the business of the bank aud all its 
offices, it would appear, that about one fourth had uniformly 
been discounted ou pledged stock, while at Philadelphia, the 
discounts on stock had frequently very nearly equalled those 
On personal security. With regard to the expression, in the 
close of the report, chat “whatever diff-rence of opinion can ex- 
istamong them,(the committee) as tu the result and infercnees 
to be drawn from the facts stated, they uvanimously concur in 
giving to the preceding statements of facts, and abstracts of do- 
cuments, thesr sanction.” Mr. S. observed, that he thought the 
expression sufficiently precise, but he understood jt was liable to 
amisconstructiones When inferences are mingled with facts, the 
unauimous sanction did not extend to these inferences; but, that, 
in all cases wherever a fact was dcfinitely stated, the committee 
Meant to sanctionjt. Mr.S. remarked,that the report had been 
prepared at atime of severe indisposition,and when the commit 
tee had been fatigued and almost exhausted with Jabor, and he 
_Shoald not be surprized if many erroncous expressions were found 
in it. 

Mr. Johnson of Va. then rose in support of the resolution under 
consideration, and addressed the committee about an hour. 

Mr. Pindall,of Va. followed on the same side, and spoke nearly 
two hours in favor of the power of congress to repeal the charter, 
and the expediency of doing so- 

Mr. Lowndes then intimated a wish to make some remarks on 
the subject, which, late as it was, he would proceed to do, at 
once, if the committee were disposed now to hear him; but if 
they were desirous of rising he would give way. 

A motion being made to that effect, the co.ninittee rose, and the 
house adjourned. 

Friday, Feb. 19. The house having resumed the consideration 
of the bill todivide the United States into four districts for the 
regulation of the enasting trade, and of the amendments thereto 
proposed by mr. Si/sbee, for reducing the number of districts from 
OuF to [wo 

After debate it was laid upon the table. 

The WH from the senate, to reguiate the pay of the army, 
whilst employed on fatigue duty, was read a third time, and final- 
ly passed. 

According 4o the intimation given yesterday, the clerk then 
proceeded to call the roll of members of the house. 

The house then proceeded to the cunsideration of the bill to 
establish a separate territorial government jn the southern part of 
the Missouri territory- 

A motion wasmade by mr. Rovertson of Ky. with the view of 
obtaining the erasure of the amendment yesterday adopted, to re- 
cominit the bill to a select committee, with instructions tw suike 
out these words: “and all children born of slaves within the said 
teriitory, shall be free, but may be held to service until the age 
of twenty-five years.’ 


For the amendment 88 
Against it 88 . 
The house heing equally divided, the speaker decided the ques- 
tion in the affirmative; and the bill was re-committed.. 
The bill from the senate, for the admission of Alabama territory 
into the Union as a state, was read the third time, and passed 
as amended. ; 
The committee to whom was referred the bill above mentioned 
for establishing *he territory, of Arkansaw out of the southern part 
of the Missouri tervitory reported the same amended according to 
the instruction of the house. 
Mr. Mercer expressed his views of this question in a short 
speech: and F 
The question was then taken on concurrivg with the report of 
said committee, by yeas, and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, Anderson of Ky. Austin, Baldwin, Ball, — 
Barbour of Va. Bassett, Bayley, Beecher, Bloomfield, Blount, Bry- 
an, Burwell, Butler, of Lou. Camphill, Cobb, Colston, Cook, Craw- 
ford, Cruger, Culbreth, Davidson, Desha, Earle, Edwards, Ervin of 
S.C. Fisher, Floyd, Garnett. Hail of N. C. Harrison, Hogg, Holmes, 
Johnson, of Va. Johnson of Ky. Jones, Kinsey, Lewis, Little, Lown: 
dvs, M’Lane D |. M'Lane of Hi. M’Coy, Marr, Masoa, Mass. Mereer, 
Middivton, H. Nelson, T,M. Nelson, Nesbitt, New, Newton, Ogden, 
Owen, Parrou, Pegram, Peter, Pindall, Pleasants, Poindexter, 
Quarles, Reid, of Geo, Reed, Md. Rhea, Ringgold, Robertson, Saw- 
yer, Settle, Shaw, Simpkins, Slucumb, S. Soith, Bal. Smith, Alex. 
Sinyth, J. S. Smith, Speed, Stewart N. C. Storrs, Strother, Stuart 
Md. Terrell, Trimbie, Tacker Va. Tucker of S.C. Tyler, Walker 
N.C. Walker of Ky. Whitman, Williams of N. C~ 89. 
NAYS—Myvssrs.Adains, Allen of Mass. Anderson, of Pa. Barber, 
of Vhio, Bateman, Bennett. Boden, Boss, Clagett.Comstock, Crafts, 
Cushman, Darlington, Drake, Ellicott, Fajger, Fuller, Gage, Gil- 
bert, Hale, Halijuf D- 1. Hesbrouck Hendricks, Herkimer, Herrick, 
Hiester. Hitchcock, Hopkinson, Hostetter, Hubbard, Hunter, Hunt- 
ington, Irving of N. Y. Kirtland, Lawyer, Lincoln, Linn, Livermore, 
W. Maclay, W. P. Maclay, Marchand, Mason of R.1, Merrill, Mills, 
Robt. Moore, Samuel Moore, Morton, Mosely, Murray, Jer. Nelson, 
Ogle, Orr, Palmer, Patterson, Pawling, Pitkin, Porter, Rice, Rich, 
Richards, Rogers, Ruggles, Savage, Schuyler, Scudder, Scrgeant, 
Seybert, Sherwood, Silsbee, Southard, Spencer, ‘Tallmadge, Parr, 
Tayler, Terry, Tompkins, Townsend, Upham, Wallace, Wendover, 
Westerlo, Whiteside, Wilkin, Williams, Conn. Williams of N, Y. 
Wilson, of Mass. Wiison of Pa.—87, 

So the house determined, by a majority of two votes, to strife 
out the clause imposing a restriction on slavery in the proposed 
new territory of Arkansaw. 

Mr. Taylor then moved to amend the bilf by inserting the pao- 
vision “that during the existence of the territcrial government of 
Arkansaw, no slaves shall be brought into the said territory, to re- 
main therein for a jonger time than nine months froin the date of 
their arrival.” 

Mr. Pitkin supported,at some length the amendiment; and - 
Mr. Whitman stat-d also at some Jength the motives which 
would influence his vote. 

Mr. ‘Taylor,then, for reasons which he stated, modified the a- 
mendment, to read as follows: 
“That neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall hereafter 
be introduced into the said territory, otherwise than for the pun- 
ee of crimes, whereof the party shall have been duly con- 
vieted.’ 

Mr. Mercer, after earncstly and at some length supporting his 
views on this subject, moyed to amend the proposed amendmen, 
by adding thereto the following proviso— 

“Provided, ‘Vhat nothing her-in shall divest the inhabitants of 
Arkansaw of their rights of property in the slaves which they now 
hoid, or the natugal increase thereof; nor to entitle to his free- 
dom any slave earried therein, aud held there for a period uot 
exceeding nine mpuths.” 

This motion was negatived without a division; and 

The question being taken on mr. Vaylor’s amendment, was 
dc termined in the negative—yeas 86, nays 90. 

(The yeason this question were precisely the same, as im the 
list just above given, except that mr. Porter veted in the nega- 
live, instead of the affirmative as before. 

Mr. Taylor then, after stating that he thought it important (fat 
soe line should be designated beyond which slavery should net 
be permitted, &e- moved the foliowing amendment as an addi- 
tional section to the bill 

“That neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall hereaftev 
be introduced into any part of the territorjes of the United States 
lying north of 36 degrees and 30 minutes north latitude.” 

After considerable debate and many remarks—and a call for 
the previous qnestion being repeated, : 

Me. Taylor, having stated that he perceived from the debate, a3 
well as from conve rsazion. that it was not probable any line would- 


eeted, be withdrew his amendment, 

The hill was then ordcred to be engrossed and read a third 
tithe. 

Saturday. February 20. This day was chiefly spent in discus- 
sine the affairs of the bank of the United States. Mr. Lownd:s 
spoke jearost the resolution offered !\ mr. Johnson, of Virginia, 
and messrs. M’Laneand Sergeant on the same side—messrs. ‘l'y- 
ler, Pindall and Barbour, in favor ofa repeal of the charter. 

Mr. Pleasants submitted a joint resolution preseribing the 
mannerin which the vessels of the navy of the United States 
shali hereafter be namcd; [directing that all public vessels now 
building orto be buile, shall be named by the secretary of the 
pavy, under the direction of the president, actording to the =~ 
lowing rule, viz. ships of the first class to be called after the 
states of the Union; those of the second elass; aficr the rivers of 





Aud the question being taken thereon, was decided as fullows— 


the United States, aud those of the abird class alter ue principal 


, 


be agreed on hy the house, or any compromise of opinion be ef: - 
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cities and towns; taking care that no two vessels in the navy bear 
the same name. ] 

The resolution was twice read and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading to day. 

The house resumed the consideration of the bill from the senate 
supplementary to the acts concerning the coasting trade; and the 
amendments to which were ordered to be engrossed, and, with the 
bill, to be read the third time. 
| The bill establishing a separate territorial government in the 
Arkansaw territory, was read the third time, passed, and sent to 
the senate. 

Monday, Feb. 22. Mr. Terry, from the committee appointed 
on the subject, reported a bill ia behalf of the ‘Connecticut asylum 
for instrueting: the deaf aud duinb, which was twice read and jaid 
on the tahle. 

Mr. Poindexter, from the joint committe: appointed to enquire 
what business it is propertoact on during the present session, 
thade a report. 

The bill from the senate supplementary to the several acts con- 
cerning the coasting trade, was read the third time, as amended, 
passedand returned to the senate. — 

The engrossed resolation prescribing the mode of naming the 
vessels of the United States, was Fead the third time, passed and 
sent to the senate. 

The house again went into committee of the whole, mr. Bassett 
in the chair, on the subject of the baak of the United States~—mr. 
Johnson’s motion to repeal the charter siili under consideration. 

Mr. Tyler coneciuded the argument which he commenced on 
Saturday in favor ofthe motion, aud in reply to mr. Lowndes— 
vccupying pearly two hours to day. 

Mr. M’Lane, of Del. spoke about an hour against the motion, 
and 

Mr. Sergeant oceupied the floor about the same time and on the 
save side of the question. 

The ecompittes then rose; and the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, Feb. 23. The amendments of the senate to the bill 
regulating passenger ships and vessels, Were taken up and agreed 
te, one of them with an amendment, and returned to the senate. 

The house tovk up the bill to extent the privilege of tranking 
letters, &ce. to the secretary of the senate and clerk of the house, 
during the recess of congress. 

‘The bill was amended, on motion of mr. Tallmadge, by includ- 
sng in its provisions the speaker of the house. _ 

Mr. Garnett moved to amend the bill by adding thereto the 
provisions of the bili freeing from postage letters and packages 
tw and from certaia officers of agricultural societies. This motion 
was lost; and : 

The question being taken on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
and read athird time, it was decided in the negative; and the bill 
of course rejected. 

The hous- aguin resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 
mr. Smith, of Md. in the chair, on the subject of the bank of the 
United States, mr. Johnson's resolution for repealing the charter, 
being still ander consideration. 

Mr. Sergeant concluded the argument. which he commenced 
yesterdayocecupying to. day More than two hours in defence of 
the bank. 

Mr. Pindall, of Virginia, again rose and spcke some. time in 
faver of the repeal and support of the opinions he had previously 
uiivatier d. 

Me. Barbour,of Virginia, succinctly stated the reasons which 
would induce bin to vote for the revolution to. repeal the charter. 

Mr, Storrs, of New York, briefly replied te mr. Barbour, 
when ; 

The committee rose, and the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Feb.24. The speaker laid before the house aa let- 
ter from the secretary of the treasury, transmitting an abstract of 
the official emoluments and expenditures of the officers of the 
eustoms for the year 1818; andalso a letter from the first comp- 
troller of the treasury, transmitting a list rendered by the register, 
of balances on his books whick appear to have been due more 
than three years prior to the 30th September last, or have re- 
mained unsettled on that day; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. : 

On motion of mr. Trimble it was 

Resolved, ‘Chat the president be requested to eause to be be laid 
hifure this house, at the next session of congress, any informa. 
tion which may be in his power touching the causes of the im- 
prisonment of White, an American citizen of Puenos Ayres. 

‘The bill, entitled an act to amend an act regulating the post 
offive establishment; and the bill respecting the transportation of 
persons of color for sale or to he held to labor, were severally twice 
read and committed. } 

The rest of this day was spent on the subject of the bank of the 
United States, the particulars of which have already been pub- 
lished—s ee page 5. 

Tinreday. Pebriaty 25. The speaker laid befvze the house a 
Jetter from the secretary of the treasury ,in answer to a resolution 
of this house of the 22d inst. as to the balances against the state 
banks which have been retained by the bank of the United States 
as special deposits; also aletter frum the secretary of the treasu- 
ry, asto what part of the balanc.s transierred by the-treasury to 
the bank, have been drawn trom the bank by any department, 
between January and July, in 1817. ‘ ' 

The engrossed resolution requesting the president of the United 
States to cause astronomical observaiions to be made to ascertain 
the longitude of the capitol, from any knuwn meredian in Eu- 
rope, was read the third time, passed and scent to the senate, 

Here follows the proceedings about the bank, recorded in p.6.] 

Whe bill to diminish the duty on certain wines, and to declare 
tree of dety books, printed in foreizza languages, was taken up, a- 
tuended aud ordered wo a third reading, 





kis wheat, 


_The house went into committee, mr. M’Coy in the chair, on the 
bill making appropriations for the public buildings. Various a. 
mendments were made to the bil; and it wa’s finally reported to 
the house, filled up as follows— 

For-ereeting the eentre building of the capitol, 136,644 dollars, 

For finishing the gates, the irou railing, and the enclosure, north 
of the president’s haute, 5,344 dollars. ° 
oe enlarging the offices west of the president’s house, 8,137 

ars. 

For porchasing a lot of land, and for construeting pipes for sup. 
plying the executive offices, aud president’s house with water, 
9,125 doliars. a 

Thus amended the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and the house adjourned. 

Friday, Feb. 26. The bill from the senate to centinue in force 
for a further time the act establishing trading houses with the 
Indians was ordered toa third reading. 

Mr. Poindexter submitted a resolution to enquire into the ex. 
pedicney of providing for the establishment of a provisional go. 
verament in “lorida, lately acquired from Spain. ‘The resolution 
was ordered to lie ov the table. 

The bilis from the senate to proteet the commerce of the United 
States, and punish piracy; and to repeal part of an act of the 27h 
February, 1813, in addition to the act regulating the post office 
establishment, Were severally read the third time and passed 

The engrossed bi}lto force the provisions of the charter of the 
hank of the United States, so far as relates to the election of di- 
rectors, was read the third time, passed and sent to the senate. 

The engrossed bill to diminish the duty ov certain wines, &e, 
was read the third time, (28 amended yesterday on the motion of 
mr. Silsbee, which amendment authorises the transportation of 
wines and distilled spirits trom the public warehouses in one dis- 
trict, under certain regulations, without lesing the benefit of de- 
benture,) passed and sent to the senate for concurrence. 

The house then on motion of mr. Simkins, resolved itself into 
a committee of the whole, mr. Smith, of Md. in the chair, on the 
r solution from the senate, proposing an amendment to the con- 
stitution ofthe United States, so far as to make uniform the mode 
of electing electors of president and vice president of the United 
States. and representatives to congress, 

[After considerable debate, in which messrs. Simkins, Tucker, 
ot Va. Conb, Tallmadge, Barbour, of Va. Williams, of N. C. Tay- 
lor, and Holmes, participated; it was laid on the table, by a vote 
of 79 to 73.] 

[This proposed amendment to the constitution was laid u 
sa table, on the understanding that time would not be diewes to 

iscuss it : 

. Mr. Méore, submitted the following resolution which was re- 
jected, 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be instructed to enquire 
whether the public interests will be promoted by subscribing fo: 
—— shares in the turnpike road from Pittsburg to Waterford, ix 
Pennsylvania, and make report at the next sessio». 

On motion of mr. Spencer, the coinmittee of the whole on the 
state of the Union was discharged from the further consideration 
of the resolution submitted by him on the subject of the bank oi 
woo Po nited States, aud the resulutions were ordered to lie on the 
table. 


Saturday, February 27. The following messege, under the 
date of yesterday, was received from the president of the United 
States, by the hands of Mr. J.J. Monroe. 

To the senate and house of represeatativesof the United States: 

The treaty of amity, settlements and limits, between the United 
Statesand lis catholic majesty, having been on the part of the 
United States, ratified, by and with the consent of the senate, ¢o- 
pies of it are nuw transmitted to congress. As the ratification 0 
the part of Spain may be expected to take place during the re- 
cess of congress, I recommend to their consideration the adoption 
of such legislative measnres, contingent upen the exchange 
the ratifications, as may be necessary or expedient for carryiig 
the treaty into effect, im the interval bet ween the session and unul 
ae. oe at their next sessiua, may seo fii to make further provisiou 
on the subject. JAMES MONROE. 

The message was read, and referred to the committee on foreig# 
relations, and perinission given to the co-umitiee to sit during the 
sittings of the house. 

Mr. Holmes, from the committee, subsequently reported a bili, 
authorising the president of the United States to take possession 
of East and) West Florida, for the transportation thence of te 
—, authorities, and providing for the temporary goveramecit 
of the territory, &c. which was twice read—and 

The house resumed the consideration of the amendments of the 
senate to the general appropriation bill, and concurred in al! 
except that which was disagreed to by the committee of the 
whole yesterday, and so reported to the house. 

This amendinent was an appropriation of 4300 dollars to be 
repaid to the owners of the British vessel Lord Nelson, which 
was captured on lake Ontario twelve days after the declaration o 
the late war, brought in and sold by agreement, and the mommies 
placed in the hands of the court; the capture was afterwards a¢- 
judged to be illegal, and the proceeds of the sale ordered to be 
refunded. In the mean time, the clerk of the court had abscom«’ 
ed with the moneys in bis hands, and it was the purpose of tlué 
amendment to pay the amount out of the public weasury- 

Some debate took place on the. amendment, in which it W45 
opposed on the ground that the cireumstances of the case had not 
becn investigated by @ committee of the house; that there were BU 
merous claims ofour own citizens which would be unsuccessful at 
this session, from the want of time>to act upon them; that t's 
case Ought not to have preference, &e. The amendment w2* 








supported on the merits and extreme hardness of the ease; 44° 
the injustice of withholcing payment, &c. 




















